


D&D U3A EVENTS l

1. SPRING QUIZ NIGHT ; 2. SUMMER PICNIC AT BUCKLAND PARK LAKE, 3. AUTUMN COUNTRY
DANCING ; 4. WINTER BURNS MIGHT
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Welcome

THE COMMITTEE

IANTHE COX - Chairman / Residentials
01737 843105, janthecox7 2@gmail.com
JOHN SINCLAIR - Treasurer (interim) / Membership Secretary
020 3949 0707; joehnsinclair@dorkingu3a.org.uk
BERYL SINCLAIR - Secretary / Newsletter Editor
020 3949 0707, dandu3asecretaryi@gmail.com
ROSEMARY HARBRIDGE - Minutes Secretary rharbridge@sky.com
MICHAEL DOCKER - Web-master 01306 501640; michael docker@gmail.com
DEANNE RHODES - Days Out 01737 844768, 07770 273407,
deannerhodes@blinternet.com
DENISE HOOKER - Monthly Meetings Coordinator
dorkingu3ameetings@amail.com
CHRIS HALL - Committee member (Policies)
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Monthly Meetings

Meetings are currently held at St Joseph's Church Hall on the second Wednesday of
each month (except August), starting at 2.30pm. No need to book. Doors open at
2pm and members are welcome {o enjoy a cup of tea and a slice of cake before the
meeting starts. Meetings may also be transmitted via Zoom for those who cannot
attend a face-to-face meeting. You'll find details of all our monthly meetings on the
Dorking u3a website www.dorkingu3a.org.uk

8 January 2025

TRACKS TO MY GRANDFATHER'S SUCCESS
Speaker and voice-over artist LOUISE CAMBY
is the proud granddaughter of composer,
arranger and conductor Johnny Douglas, In
this talk she tells his life story and shares the
music he composed. He warked with many
celebrities, including Barbra Streisand,
Shirley Bassey,
| Howard Keel and
8 Vera Lynn and
most famously
wrate the music for
the 1971 film The
Raifway Children.

12 February

THE HISTORY OF PLACE NAMES

Tony PaiNTER spent 30 years with the MoD
as Map Research Officer and provides a
light—hearted insight on how place names are
arrived at, how they illustrate a past way of
life and how in some case they have been
changed to move with the times and not
cause T
offence!

12 March

THE LIFE OF AGATHA CHRISTIE

In this illustrated talk, DAVID ALLEN explores
the incredible life story of the world-famous
crime writer Agatha Christie, from her young
days roller-skating on Torquay Pier to her
glittering career, her mysterious
disappearance
and the inspiration | s
for her two most :
famous
characters.

9 April
THE AGINCOURT ARCHER

In a dramatised monclogue, a 14™ century
archer tells of his experiences at war at
Agincourt and how they affected him and his
famnily an his return. Speaker SimonN
WAaTERFIELD includes historical anecdotes,
reproduction historical artefacts which are
used as part of the drama to bring history and
the archer’s story to life.

Dorking & District u3a
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14 May
THE STORY OF CONCORDE

Military History member Jim BARNES traces the
British and French development of this iconic
supersonic aircraft, from technical achievement
and profit to the crash that should never have
happened and the human errors that
contributed to it. His talk finally looks at how
Concorde might be

11 June
JORDAN: THE DESERT HIGHWAY

Walk in the footsteps of T E Lawrence with
speaker JaN PARSONS as she takes us on a
journey through the stunning scenery of
lordan's Grand Canyon, visiting lerash, Amman
and the Desert Castles en route to the Unesco
World Heritage city of Petra, with its warren of
caves, temples and

BEes & HONEY: TRADITION, MYTH,
SyMeoL & MAGIC
Beekeeper and amateur
entomaologist PETER SMITH,
logks at the causes of
declining numbers of insects
and pollinators on which we depend for food.
He looks at what is being done to help curb
this decline and what we as individuals can do.
Peter works closely with the Bumblebee
Conservation Trust and is currently mapping
bumblebee populations on the North Downs.

resurrected and take tombs, meeting

to the skies again! shepherds and local
people along the
way.

9 July 10 September

Al - THE GoOD & THE BAD

There are many big
issues connected with
Al - what it means for
jobs, for creativity, for
our own self esteem,
and possibly even for
the survival of the human race and Al
technologies are changing incredibly. Speaker
ALAN FREELAND takes us through the benefits
and pitfalls of Al and outlines how we can
learn to manage this new technology.

8 October

LANDSCAPES OF SE ENGLAND

The South East of
England has iconic
urban and rural
landscapes including
the Seven Sisters
cliffs of East Sussex
or the Surrey Hills. It also has many Areas of
Qutstanding Matural Beauty such as the
Mational Park in the South Downs or Ashdown
Forest, Speaker Dr GEOFFREY MEAD looks at
some of these regional landscapes, coast and
country, urban and rural.

12 November
WORKING WITH THE GHOSTS OF HAMPTON
COURT

Blue Badge Guide and
speaker SARAH SLATER
returns in full costume to
recount what it is like to

Palace gallanes late at night
on her own in the dark. She
will lead you on an exploration of the history,
stories and sightings of some of the ghosts
that have been reportedly seen there.
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Interest Groups
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ARCHAEOLOGY

4th Tuesday, 2.30-4.30pm Venue: The Lincoln Arms, Dorking
Peter Horitz:01306 898057, peter.horitz club.net

Our small group of Archaeology enthusiasts meets at The
Lincoln Arms to share aspects of archaeclogy which are
especially interesting to them and to discuss the history of
excavations in this country and abroad. We occasionally
invite speakers on specific topics and organise trips for our
members. We are always happy to welcome more members.

ART & ARCHITECTURE

4th Wednesday, 2-4pm Venue: St Joseph's Church Hall
Roger Stones. 01306 886754, roger stones@btinternet.com
Beryl Sinclair: 020 3948 0707, dandu3asecretary@gmail. com
Cwur friendly group meets once a month to discuss artistic
trends past and present, and share in research on particular
topics and occasional visits to exhibitions. This year we are
focusing on the late 19th and early 20th century art and
architecture, with a special look at Art Deco and Bauhaus.

BADMINTON

Every Tuesday 10am-12 noon Yenue: Oddfellows Hall
Micholas Jupp: 07881 587134; nibju mail.com

This is a joint venture where members pay an annual
membership of £25 to Oddfellows Hall which allows them to
play free throughout the year. This small group welcomes
new members for friendly practice each week.

Dorking & District u3a



BowLs

Bowls is a friendly and sociable aclivity, It offers a great way
to get gentle exercise and meet other people. New members
attend a taster session to assess their level before joining a
group. The basics of the sport are easy to learn. The more
you play, the better you get,

We run twio bowls groups, both of which welcome new
members.

QUuUTDOOR BOWLS - Summer (late April to mid September)
Every Friday 2.30-4 30pm; Venue: Pippbrook Bowling Club
{behind Mole Valley District Council Offices in Dorking;
parking permits can be available for when you are playing)
David Pettman: 01306 883043; david@pettman.co.uk
Charges: £4 per session (charges waived if you do become
addicted and decide fo join the bowling club).

INDoOR BOWLS - Winter (October to April) alternate
Fridays - 2-4pm; Venue: Horsham Indeor Bowling Club,
Broadbridge Heath, near Horsham, behind Tesco.

Ann Watney: 01306 889115, ann.watney@biinternet.com
Constraints: Because of limitations at Horsham, initial
coaching needs to be obtained — either with the Summer
Group, or with a bowls club before joining this group.
Charges: £6.50 per session,

Equipment: Bowls and other equipment are available, but
please wear comfortable clothing and flat-soled shoes. Initial
coaching and further guidance is available,

@ BRIDGE

L] Every Monday 2-dpm, Venue: the Christian Centre, Dorking
Sue Greenacre: 01306 886832; suegreenacredd@gmail.com
Lesley Pearce: 07954 381873

lesleypearcemassage@amail.com

- / The group offers social bridge where

members can play, develop skills and

have fun in an informal envirenment.

i Members should have some

| knowledge of the game although

| friendly advice is always available.
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CarD GAMES PLus

aQ(; 1st & 3rd Wednesday 2-4.30pm; Venue: St John's Church
: Community Building, North Holmwood
E Mike Giles: 01306 884508, 07710 5001186,

mibridge@mac.com

Come along and give us a try! We don't take ourselves tog
seriously, we just enjoy ourselves! Our most popular games
are Canasta and Contract Whist, but we often play other
games such as Rummikub and Triominos, A session costs
around £2.50, depending on the number of players, to cover
hall fees and refreshments,

CREATIVE CRAFTS

Once a month 11am-3pm; Venue: various
Deanne Rhodes: 01737 844768;

g. deannerhodes@blinternet.com
Our monthly meetings cover a wide range of crafts including
knitting, crochet, beading, jewellery making, quilting,

patchwork and many more. Our aims are to learn new skills,
pass on expertise/knowledge and have fun!

CUuLTURE COMPANIONS
Time, date & venues as notified by email

Our plans for 2025 are to choose the best plays and

'g concerts on offer in the Dorking and Guildford areas although
this year we plan to include visits to key exhibitions in London.
We tend to organise trips on a Saturday evening. The group
leader reserves a block of seats with the venue - these
generally have to be paid for four weeks before the event,
Members need to confirm as soon as possible whether they
wish to attend a particular event. Please look at the Dorking
u3a website for more information about the performances on
offer. We operate a car sharing scheme for local events to
facilitate travel.
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CURRENT Issues 1
1st Wednesday 10.30am-noon; Venue: home-based
Andrew Gibbons: 01308 742650,

ndrew.gibbon obox.com
Our home-based, round-table discussions on topical issues
are based on prior reading of articles circulated by one of the
group. Recent meetings have discussed whether maths
matters, the right to protest, social media, whether economic
growth is good for us, whether privatisation works, and how to
win the general election,

CURRENT ISSUES 2 (NEW)

3rd Wednesday 10-11.30am; Venue: Denbies Coffee Shop
lan Norman: 07921 492790; iannormanb@gmail.com
Following the success of the long running Current Issues
group, this new group provides an opportunity for members to
review and discuss issues of global, national and local
impaorance through analysis and discussion of recent news
reports. If you read a newspaper or follow radio or television
news programmes, this could be the group for you. Members
should be prepared to read around each monthly topic.

DorkKING READERS / FRIDAY READING CIRCLE

Group 1: 3rd Thursday 4-5pm; Group 2: 4th Friday 2-3pm
Venue: Dorking Library.

Beryl Sinclair: 020 3949 0707 dandu3asecretary@gmail.com
We all love reading but sometimes wish we could share that
love of literature with others, explore the themes and
characterisations and perhaps try oul recommendations from
others. Dorking Library hosts two reading groups for u3a
members. They provide the space and the books, and we
provide the enthusiasm and suggestions for titles we would
like to share with others.

This year we plan to launch a History Circle which focuses on
historical fiction and non-fiction.
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DRESSMAKING

1st Wednesday Venue: various

Angela Day: 07762 752322; angela_m_d@hotmail.co.uk
Jenny Mann:mann.jenny{@mac.com.

For those who would like to improve their basic dressmaking
skills, our sessions involve working on our own garments and
helping each other with our projects. We like to share ideas,
swap patterns, plan day trips fo the V&A, and keep tabs on
local sewing courses and textile exhibitions. Group size is
limited as we meet in members' homes.

DANCE TO BE FIT

+ Tuesday 10.30-11.30am Venue: Wescott Reading Room,
RH4 3NP
Diane Prout: 07799 580908; diane prout@btopenweorld.com

Brighten your week and join us at our Dance to be fit
class,we dance (gently) to favourite tunes, toning and
stretching our upper bodies, knees, hips and brains! We puff
a lot, laugh a lot and generally feel better for spending an
hour in each others company’

FRENCH CONVERSATION

1st & 3rd Thursdays 2. 30-4pm: Venue: various

Angela Day: 07762 752322 angela_m_d@hotmail.co.uk;
Christine Lawrence: 01306 882316;
frenchi@dorkinguia.org.uk

We meet in each other's houses, each member taking a turn
in leading the session, finding a topic of interest, sometimes
an item of news, a quiz, an exercise to improve our
command of the language, a play, or a game, or we just chat
in French.

10 | Handbook 2025 Dorking & District u3a



FRENCH LUNCH

2nd Wednesday 12.30-2pm, Venue: various

Geoff Saunders: 01306 884812,

geoff.m saunders@gmail.com

We meet around 12.30pm in Dorking, on the second
Wednesday of each month for an informal lunch at various
locations. Topics of conversation vary widely, covering
travels, holidays, children and life in general. Most of the
conversation is in French. If you would like to join in with this
easy-going group and hone your language skills while having
fun, just get in touch. New members are always welcome.

GARDENING

2nd Friday 10am-noon; Venues: various

Vivian Wildman: 01306 644850

Our group meets every month to exchange plants, discuss
problems and investigate ideas old and new. We also visit
local gardens under the National Garden Scheme. No matter
how long we have gardened there is always something new
to learn.

GENEALOGY
1st Wednesday: 2-4pm; Venue: The Lincoln Arms
Sally Hulbert: 07770 874769, hulberts_molevi@yahoo.co. uk

These days there is a huge amount of information about our
ancestors online, and much research can be done in your
living room. But the joy of our small group is the support,
advice and discussion which we share each month, which
keeps each of us enthusiastic in our search for the secrets of
our family's history. We also share high points when one of
us makes a breakthrough in our research - perhaps
uncovering the source of a story told by Granny, or finding an
ancestor with a skill that we recognise in ourselves.
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GErRMAN CONVERSATION

1st & 3rd Monday 2 15-4 30pm; Venue: various

Bob Crooks: 01306 740062, robertcrooks@rocketmail.com
We are a small friendly group who share an interest in
German language and culture. We meet on the first and third
Monday afternoons each month, in each other's homes. We
aim to practise reading, listening and speaking through a
variety of aclivities. We welcome new members with some
knowledge of the language even if it's a bit rusty.

GUITAR

Every Thursday 10am-12.30pm

Venue: 5t John's Community Building, North Holmwoaod
Brian Joannouw: 01306 887411;

brian joannou?4 1 @btinternet com

This small group of guitar enthusiasts enjoy "Jamming'
together and playing contemporary popular music. An ability
to read music or guitar tablature is preferred, but is not a pre-
requisite. We share our love of music by taking part in events
such as the annual u3a summer picnic.

INVESTMENT & MONEY
4th Friday 1.30-4pm; Venue: Hamilton Room, Betchworth

John Holder: 01737 845207, holdi851@gmail.com

Qur group shares the enjoyable and generally profitable
hobby of investing in the stock market, either in collective
funds or in individual stocks. We discuss the impact of
current affairs on markets, exchange investment ideas and
construct dummy portfolios, which we follow throughout the
year. Our friendly mixed group sometimes meets for a bite to
eat in the Dolphin before our sessions and we welcome new
members.
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Jicsaw EXCHANGE
Q Hilda Burden: 01737 842516, hildaburden@amail .com

Do you enjoy doing Jigsaw puzzles? We have over 300
puzzles to choose from, both 1000 and 500 pieces. The
Jigsaw Exchange is housed at my house in Brockham. You
are welcome to come any time to join and exchange puzzles.
Just ring me to arrange a time.

There is a £2 joining charge which entitles you to have one
puzzie and exchange it as many times as you wish for 50p
each time. If you want more than one puzzle at a time you
can have as many as you want for an initial charge of £1
each, then just 50p for each puzzle exchanged.

LINE DANCING
& * ®  1st&3rd Fridays 10.45-11 45am:

's ﬁ Venue: Follett Hall, URC, West Street, Dorking
Gill Crocks: 01306 740082, gillerocks1@gmail .com
Line dancing is a great way to exercise body and mind. At
the end of the hour of upbeat music we leave the hall
invigorated and uplifted! Every other week, we learn new
dances and revisit old favourites, gradually building up our
pace.
Mew members are always welcome - don't worry about

catching up, practice makes perfect and many of the dances
are online.

LocaL HisTorY
3rd Wednesday 10.30am-noon; Venue: various

010:0 Paul Smith & Val Rayner: 01306 640791
HISTORY paul3msmith@hotmail. com; raynervi@gmail.com

The past teaches us about our present and gives us a
greater perspective on human life and society,

Fascinated by our surroundings in Dorking and local areas,
our group meets monthly in Brockham to enjoy a variety of
topics for discussion. We enjoy occasional group outings and
walks around Dorking. If you wish to expand your knowledge
of Dorking and the surrounding area, please contact Paul or
Val for further information,
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LuncHEON CLuB
Tony Parker: 01306 884050; Venue: various

If you would like to spend a relaxed time chatting with like-
minded people over a meal or a coffee, please contact Tony
to find out when and where the next meeting will take place.

Miuitary HisTORY

1st Tuesday 9.30am-noon; Venue: Cricket Pavilion,
Brockham, RH3 7JT

Jim Barnes: 07967392532; jimbarnes31@gmail.com

Our non-academic group aims to increase the knowledge
and understanding of ‘all things military’. We run monthly
talks followed by discussion.

We also enjoy visits to sites of military interest such as
Southwick House where much D-Day planning was
undertaken. Our monthly Newsletter offers background
information on other military topics such as Policing of Surrey
in Wartime and keeps the membership in touch.

Maore information, links to our Zoom talks and the library of
Mewsletters can be found on the D&D u3a website. Sounds
interesting? Come to a meeting - you will be warmly
welcomed.

PHILOSOPHY

3rd Tuesday 2 30-4pm; Venue: various
Marjorie Hudson: 01306 888281; hudmarjorie@gmail.com

We continue to explore aspects of philosophy using John
Cottingham's Anthology of Western Philosophy as a guide.
Having considered 'Problems in Ethics’, ‘Moralify and the
Good Life" and 'Science and Method’, we then completed the
section an 'Beauty and Art, referencing works by Hume,
MNietzsche, Tolstoy and Sartre. As usual, topics raise more
questions than they give answers. We are now covering the
final section on "Human Life and its Meaning,’ which includes
extracts from Augustine, Montaigne, Mietzsche and Camus.
Meetings include presentations and lively discussions.

Dorking & District u3a



PHILOSOPHY OMNLINE

1st & 3rd Wednesday 2.30-4pm; Venue: various
Virginia Wheeler: virginia.s.wheeler@gmail.com

This group uses online materials from major universities to
support learning. As each module is completed, the group
select a follow-on module from a vast choice on MOOC
websites.

PHOTOGRAPHY

._@\n 1st Tuesday 2-4pm; Venue: St Joseph's Church Hall, Dorking

r Faith & Mike Docker: 01306 501640;
faith.docker@gmail.com; michael .docker@agmail.com
Each month we select a theme and view photographs on that
theme at the next meeting. The best of these are displayed on
the D&D ula website and some of them have been selected in
the national "u3a Eye' competition.
As well as sharing ideas on composition and technigues to
improve our photographs, we also take part in regular ‘photo
meets' at different locations when we are tasked with finding
images to illustrate a variety of subjects. Our members have a
wide variety of photographic interests which guide our sessions
each maonth.

PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP
3rd Thursday 2-4pm, The Lincoln Arms, Dorking

.:@\n John Sinclair: 020 3949 0707, johnsinclair@dorkingula.org.uk
We help members understand how digital cameras work so that
they can take better photographs. We advise on how to use
camera settings and transfer photographs from the camera to
another device (PC, laptop, or tablet). We advise on how to
choose and use Photo Editing software, such as Photoshop.
Ideally, members should have a computer and an internet
connection at home, but this is not essential. Please bring your
camera, a laptop or tablet and the necessary cables to connect
them, when attending meetings. Proficient photographers are
welcome as they can support others but beginners are especially
welcome.
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PICKLEBALL

Every Thursday 2-4pm; Venue: Oddfellows Hall

Nicholas Jupp: 07881 587134; njbjupp@gmail.com

All equipment is provided so why not come along and give ita
try? You will need to wear appropriate trainers and clothing,
You will need to register for a yearly Oddfellows Hall
membership of £25; thereafter sessions are free. Minimal
instruction needed,

PILATES
Every Tuesday; Venue: Christian Centre, Dorking
: i& 0 Cost: £7 (increasing to £8 in the Spring term) per session,

payable by cheque at the start of each 6-8 week block.
Contact: Janet Hoad: 07802 377873,
jahoad@googlemail.com; lnstructor: Tina Westwood

Group 1: 1.35-2.30pm; Group 2: 2.40-3.35pm;

Group 3: 3.45-4 40pm

Pilates is a low-impact workout designed to strengthen the centre
of the bady, tone muscles, improve posture and increase
flexibility. Exercises are done siting or lying on an asrobics mat.
Each exercise is done slowly with precision and targets specific
muscle groups.

Sessions start with a warm-up to mobilise the joints and
muscles. Each exercise has specific movements and specific
breathing, with few repelitions. Pilates differs from other forms of
exercise in that it concentrates on the deep muscles essential for
stability. It will improve your body awareness and, through
specific breathing technigues, teach you how to maximise your
abdominal control and strength.

PLANT LOVERS
3rd Monday 10.30am-noon; Venue: various
Margaret Ashdown: 07944 176399,

margaretS1ashdown{@btinternet.com
Cathy Guy: 07878 825412, cathyguy33@yahoo.co.uk

Each month, this friendly group meets in members’ homes to
discuss how to deal with plants and problems in our own
gardens. In the finer weather, we share tips on how to improve
our gardens, exchange cuttings and some small plants. We
occasionally get to visit some of the beautiful open gardens in
Surrey.
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READING FOR PLEASURE

2nd Monday 10.15-11.45am; Venue: home-based

Jill Roome: 01306 883023, e taylord0@btinternet.com

Based in Westcott, our group considers a wide array of
literature from around the world - biographies, travelogues,
dramas and novels. Each month, we take it in tum to present
a book of our choice. The more individual the choice, the
better the discussion. Of course, we like to put the world to
nghts as well!

Rock anD Popr
f Every Thursday Sam-1pm;
Venue: Harvest Community Church, Goodwyns Road,

ﬁ Dorking

Jeff Smith: 07848 670967 ; smiff house@outlook.com

We are a small group of keen musicians with some
experience of playing our individual instruments. We play
mainly rock and pop from the 60s to the 80s, with songs from
artists ranging from the Beatles, Chris Rea, Fleetwood Mac,
The Eagles, Pink Floyd and others of similar genre and age.
We are always looking for more members who can sing, play
keyboard and players of additional instruments (somry but at
the moment we have more than encugh guitar players).

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

3rd Wednesday 10am-noon; Venue: Lincoln Arms, Dorking
Richard Rumble: 01372 450142; richrumble?47 @gmail.com
Our members have a range of backgrounds — some have
worked professionally in a scienfific or technical field, while
others are simply interested in the exciting and amazing world
of science and technology.

Members volunteer to give a talk on a particular area that
interests them or a video is chosen from the internet and this
is followed by discussion and questions. Recent talks and
videos have included 'Climate Reality’, 'Advantages of driving
BEVs', and 'The Muclear Accident at Fukushima',

The group also arranges visits from time to time to places of
scientific interest such as the synchrotron science facility at
Harwell.
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SCRIBBLERS
2nd Tuesday 10am-noon; Venue: various
Gillian Williamson: 0798 9962237 ; rowewill@aol.com

Scribblers is a friendly writing-for-pleasure group. Our writers
range from absolute beginners to more experienced — we all
share an enthusiasm for the written word, be it prose or
poetry, and generally write for pleasure. You may be surprised
to discover your hidden talent. All you need is pen and paper,
a head full of good ideas on what you would like to write about
and, importantly, a sense of humour. Please contact the group
leader for more details.

SHAKESPEARE & HIS CONTEMPORARIES

1st & 3rd Tuesday 10.30am; Venue: various

Jackie Rance: 01306 887416, jaxrance@gmail.com

We meet twice a month, once online on the 1* Tuesday at
10.30am, and once in a group member's home in Westcott on
the 3" Tuesday, also at 10.30am. There is a small charge of
50p a month to cover the cost of coffeeftea and biscuits.

We have been reading and discussing Shakespeare's
Sonnets during the Zoom sessions. During the face-to-face
sessions, we study the plays and are currently reading
Pericles. Prince of Tyre, written collaboratively by
Shakespeare with George Wilkins. Where possible, we make
a point of visiting Dorking Halls to see the Shakespeare
screenings in order to discuss them afterwards.

We are a lively group who share a love of Shakespeare’s
writings. We would be pleased fo welcome new members.
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SINGING FOR PLEASURE
43 43

1st and 3rd Monday 10am-noon;
% Venue: Buckland Reading Room, Old Rd, Buckland, RH3
TEG,
Meike Laurenson: mlaurenson@talktalk.net
Our friendly, relaxed group of ladies and gentlemen is led by
pianist and accompanist Gina Eason, this group meets twice
maonthly.
We welcome new members - no nerve-wracking public
performances, no knowledge of complicated musical jargon
needed! If you enjoy singing a variety of music, old and new,
and are looking for something to lift your spirits, come join us!

SPANISH CONVERSATION
Iﬂﬂ_- 2nd & 4th Thursday 2pm-3.30pm; Venue: homebased
Bude R Beryl Sinclair: 020 3848 0707; dandu3asecretary@gmail.com
This group should appeal to anyone with some knowledge of
Spanish as it aims to tackle more advanced conversation
skills. The group meets twice a month on the 2nd and 4th
Thursday aftermnoons 2pm-3.30pm.
Some personal study between sessions may be required so
that members can enjoy social exchanges. Please be advised
that the group is not taught - members all support each other
in our leaming. The emphasis is on practising speaking skills
for fun in a relaxed atmosphere.

TEXTILES & TEaA

Juliet Eberle: 01306 884569, juliet ebere@ntiworld.com
Our group meets most Tuesday afternoons in a member’s
home.

o0

We explore and develop unlearnad
sewing and quilting techniques and also
enjoy going to exhibiions. Each
member contributes something different
to ensure the success of our individual
projects - ideas, technical knowhow,
fabric and equipment.
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UKLULELE
Every Friday {except 1st Friday) 10-12noon;

(D Venue: St Joseph’s Church Hall, Dorking

) John Hammond: 01306 742996; jbw.hammond@amail.com

Love to play along to popular music? Then join us! Ukuleles are
one of the easiest instruments to learn, and they're fun!
Beginners are very welcome and we'll help you on the way to
confident playing. We are an enthusiastic group of players, and
most of us joined as beginners. We play and sing a variety of
songs - old prewar standards through Elvis, the Beatles to the
present day. Come along and bring your favourite songs. You
can't help but smile when you play the ukulele!

UPWORDS

2nd & 4th Tuesday 2-4pm

Sue Jex: 01306 882673; suelucas51@vahoo.co.uk

Upwords is a sort of 3D Scrabble but more fun! Come and try it if
you've never played - it's very easy to leam. Tiles are placed on a
board similar to Scrabble, but then other letters can be stacked on
top of those already on the board to create a new word. The higher
the stack, the more paints are scored. We're very fiendly and like
to chat as we play so join us - you'll be welcome.

)
=
HEER

WINE APPRECIATION

Geoff Saunders: 01306 884812; geoff. m.saunde mail.com
This small but well established group has one aim - discovering
more about wine together,

We like to learn the ula way, sharing expertise but also working
with local wine merchants and producers to find out more.
Members take tums in selecting a topic (region, grape variety,
colour, style, etc) and perhaps research a litle with the help of
professionals. Ad hoc meetings due o recommence soon. No
regular meeting day or location. Costs are in the order of £5-£10
per session. New members are welcome. Cheers!

Worps, Worps, WoRDS
w“gms 3rd Tuesday 10.30-noon;
WCIHES Venue: Hilliers Garden Centre, Dorking
Rosemary Harbridge: 01306 881520; rharbridge@sky.com
Meeting monthly in a sociable venue in Dorking, we research and
discuss the infinite variety of words, phrases and etymology,
considering all forms of language and literature.
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DAYS ouT

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE & BACKSTAGE TOUR
Thursday 13 February 2025

By way of a change fo our normal days out we have arranged
an outing for you to Chichester Festival Theatre, starting with a
Backstage Tour from 10.30-11.30am. You will have some time
to yourselves to go into Chichester for lunch or some
shopping. We have booked tickets in excellent seats for the
afternoon performance at 2.30pm of 'Pride and Prejudice*
{Sort of), an audacious retelling of Jane Austen's most iconic
love story. It comes direct from its triumph in the West End
where it won the Laurence Olivier Award for Best Comedy and the Evening Standard
Theatre Award. We plan to leave Chichester at the end of the afternoon perfformance
and should be back in Dorking by 6.30pm.

PLEASE NOTE COACH DEPARTURE TIMES:

8.45am Brockham (bus stop near Oakdene Road)
8.55am Darking Halls

9.00am Opposite Waitrose

9.05am Bus stop near Knaoll Road

COST: £70 to include coach, backstage tour, front tier tickets and driver's gratuity.
For more information, contact Deanne Rhodes 01737 844768;
deannerhodes@btinternet.com or Jackie Rance 07770 885003;
jaxrance@gmail.com

KeLmscoTT MANOR
Wednesday 16 April 2025

Kelmscott Manor in the Cotswolds dates from
around 1570, with a late 17" century wing.
Located near the River Thames, it became the
retreat of Victorian designer, campaigner,
socialist, author, William Maorris and his family,
friends and colleagues. When Maorris first saw the
Manor in 1871, he was so delighted by this
‘loveliest haunt of ancient peace’ that he signed a joint lease for the property with his
friend and colleague Dante Gabriel Rossetti, the Pre-Raphaelite artist.

Details of this and other future days out can be found on the Dorking & District
website and in future newsletters.
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RESIDENTIAL TRIP

RHS Garden Bridgewater & the Heritage of Cheshire
& the Welsh Borders
6" — 10" October 2025
Five days - four nights half board from £729
Day 1: DEPART — PAckwooD House
En route we visit the NT's Packwood House, a 15" century
mansion restored by Graham Baron Ash in the 1920s after
decades of disrepair. We then check into the 3* Best
Western Forest Hills Hotel on the outskirts of Frodsham.

Day 2: ANDERTON BoaT LIFT VISITOR CENTRE & CRUISE; WALKING TOUR
OF CHESTER

An appointed Blue Badge guide will accompany the group on a visit to the Anderton
Boat Lift Visitor Centre where we will enjoy a boat excursion on the River Weaver
and through the Anderton Boat Lift, built in 1875 by Edwin Clark. The afternoon will
be dedicated to a walking tour of Chester, its Cathedral and 13" century ‘Rows’.

Day 3: PONTCYSYLLTE AQUEDUCT CRUISE;
LLanGoLLEN; ERDDIG

Cur Blue Badge guide will take us on a moming excursion
oM across Telford's Ponteysyllte Aqueduct. A leisurely lunch in
Llangaollen will be followed by a visit to the NT property of
Erddig.

: Day 4: RHS GARDEN BRIDGEWATER; DUuNHAM

L MASSEY

& We enjoy a moming visit to RHS Garden Bridgewater which
includes one of the largest walled gardens in the LK as well
as Chinese gardens and Victorian greenhouses. It is also the
site of the restored lost gardens at Worsley New Hall in
Salford. We go on to visit NT's Dunham Massey, an elegant Georgian mansion with
sumptuous interiors and treasures.

Day 5: BEHIND THE SCENES TOUR AT THE RoYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY
En route home, we stop at Stratford upon Avon to enjoy a behind the scenes tour to
the RSC to discover its ornigins.

For more information and to book phone lanthe Cox

on 01737 843105 or email ianthecox72@gmail.com
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EVENTS

Dorking & District u3a
Picnic in the Park

Wednesday 18 June 2025 12.30h - 16.30h

BUCKLAND PARK LAKE

Fark Lake Drive Buckland, Betchworth, RH3 7FE
Bring a picnic and enjoy the music and fun.

. ¥ =T
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£10pp to include entry fee, cakes, Pimm’s, tea & coffee
For more information or to book visit www.Dorkingu3a.org.uk or contact
lanthe Cox on 01737 843105 or email |lanthecox? 2@amail.com

SURREY STUDY DAYS

Surrey Stupy Dars are held at the Menuhin Hall in
Stoke d'Abernon. Full details and application forms can
be accessed on the D&D u3a website or on the Surrey
u3a Metwork website.

To book members should send a completed booking
slip, with a cheque for £12 or £15 for a guest, in Hall or
on Zoom or YouTube payable to Surrey u3a Network, or
~ bank transfer to HSBC Account No. 11519018 Sort
Code 40-27-07, to Denise Dobbs — u3a, 5 Aldridge Rise, New Malden KT3 5RJ,
Phone 07964 798791 or send an email to surreyu3astudyday@outiook.com.
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Calendar of Events January - December 2025
lanuary 8 Monthiy Meeting  Tracks to my Grandfather's Success, speaker Louise
2025 Camby
25 Event BURNS NIGHT , Buckland Park Lake
February & Event Mew members coffee morning at St Jaseph's Church Hall
10.30am-12noon
12 Monthly Meeting  The History of Place Names, speaker Tony Painter
13 Day Out Chichester Festival Theatre and Backstage Tour
21 Study Day Picneering the Mew Space Revelution, presented by
Professor Craig Underwood
March 12 Monthly Meeting  The Life of Agatha Christie, speaker David Allen
21 Study Day Bach's 5t Matthew Passion, presented by Sandy Burnett,
Musical Director and Broadcaster
April ] Monthly Meeting  The Agincourt Archer, speaker Simon Waterfield
1 Study Day Vincent van Gogh & Painting in the 19* Century France,
presented by Leslie Pitcher
16 Day Out Visit to Kelmscott Manor
May 14 Monthly Meeting  The Story of Concorde, speaker Jim Barmes
16 Study Day The Asian Century, presented by Steve Bird
June 11 Monthly Meeting  Jordan: The Desert Highway, speaker Jan Parsons
18 Event SuMMER PICMIC - Buckland Park Lake
20 Study Day NHS - the next 10 Years, presented by Catherine
Heffernan
July 9 Monthly Meeting  Bees & Honey: Tradition, Myth, Symbol & Magic, speaker
Peter Smith
September 10 Monthly Meeting Al - The Good & the Bad, speaker Alan Freeland
12 Study Day Vulean & Concorde, speaker Guy Bartlett
October 6-10  Residential Trip RHS Bridgewater & the Heritage of Cheshirfe & the Welsh
Borders
8 Monthiy Meeting  Landscapes of SE England, speaker Dr Geoffrey Mead
17 Study Day Hampton Court, presented by Sarah Slater
November 12 Monthly Meeting  Working with the Ghosts of Hampton Court Palace,
speaker Sarah Slater
21 Study Day The UK Industry (TBC)
December 10 Monthly Meeting  Musical Extravaganza
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D&D U3A RESIDENTIALS 2024

1. TusCAMY: SAN GIMIGNAND; 2. FLORENCE; 3. SAN GIMIGMAND; 4. FATTORLA IL POGGIO; 5. LAKE
DISTRICT: QUTSIDE DamsoN DeNE HOTEL (photographs David Anscombe & lanthe Cox)



D&D u3A DAYS ouTt

1. READING MUSEUM & ABBEY, May 2023; 2. HAMPTON COURT, APRIL 2024;
3. RNLI PooLE, MAY 2024; 4. WESTMINSTER ABBEY CELLARIUM, NOVEMBER 2024.



