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LAKE DISTRICT RESIDENTIAL

1. ENICYING LUNCH AT HOLKER HALL (Afan Loryman);, 2. ON LAKE WINDEMERE; 3. AT BOWNESS
AFTER OUR CRUISE ON WINDERMERE (fanthe Cox)




EDITORIAL

Hello
Having been the Treasurer for Dorking u3a for the last 7
years, | suddenly find myseilf in this unexpected position of
Acting Chairman, which | regard as an honour.
| We will be holding an Exiraordinary General Meefing on
o| Wednesday 08 January 2025 at 2pm at St Joseph's Hall to
elect a permanent Chairman, and | would like to invite as
many of you as possible to attend.
| have said that | will stand to be elected as Chairman, but if
anyone feels they would like this position please get yourself nominated, and
seconded so that you can stand. All the necessary paperwork is included in this
issue of the Newsletter, together with the instructions for dealing with all of it.

| have been in Dorking u3a since Movember 2017, when | had recently retired
from full time work.

| was seriously concermned how | would cope without working (apart from the
finance bit), having lost my husband in 2014. Dorking u3a has given a huge amount
te me and | can thoroughly recommend to anyone, with similar misgivings about
retirement, it is worth joining in and getting involved. Come on the Committee, it
helps you to meet people and understand what the u3a can offer you. We are
currently looking for new committee members to help with publicity and new
members.

In addition to my main function, | alse run the residential trips and organise the
Burns Might and the Picnie, all of which | thoroughly enjoy.

Talking of Bumns Night it is nearly booked up, currently only 10 seats remaining.
It is fully advertised on the website with a booking facility. It is a fun evening.

| am currently looking at future residential trips, with a possibility of a spring visit
to Volkenburg in the south of Holland, which is a more forested area. It would also
include a visit to Keukenhof to see the Tulips. Preliminary details are included in this
newsletter.

With my best wishes to all of you for a very Happy Christmas.

lanthe
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MEMBERSHIP

WELCOME!

A warm welcome to the following new members, who have joined since July 2024,
Our next coffee morning for new members will be on Thursday 6 February 2025 at
10.30am at St Joseph's Church Hall. If you have recently joined the u3a but not
attended an introductory meeting before, you will be very welcome.

Caroline Baker Ellenar Hodgsen
Karl Barclay Roger Jolly

John Botting Patricia Marchant
Susan Brind Diana Maughan
Carolineg Cardew-Smith Patricia Parker
Carolyn Chapman Sheila Putt

Anna Cooper Denzyl Sequeira
Mary Dudgeon Pamela Sequieria
Michael Dudgeon Clive Smith

John Flower

U3A MATTERSI

LR I you would like to receive copies of u3a Matters but have so
far not done so, please let us know. The cost of the national
magazine is included in your membership so no extra cost to
you but we do need to amend our records which are passed
Lthis way onto the Third Age Trust once a year.

A The u3a Matters magazine is published five times a year and
posted direct to members’ homes in an environmentally friendly
paper wrapper. It is packed with stories about members and
u3a activities, plus celebrity interviews and features on technology, recipes, travel,
competitions, and a lively and popular letters section.

Conversely, if you no longer wish to receive the magazine please let us know also.
You can access information about online events as well as read stories from other
udas on the uia website www.u3a.org.uk/members.

SPRING NEWSLETTER 2025
We WELCOME poems, articles, stories, photos and group information
for the SPRING NEWSLETTER to reach the Editor by MID MARCH 2025.
Please ensure articles are no more than 300 - 400 words and typed
in Word or in the body of an email. Without contributions the
Newsletter will not survive. Thank you.
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LEARN TO LIVE

A new report published by the Third Age Trust, entitled Learn fo Live: A
blueprint for better health and wellbeing, highlights the value of low-cost, non-
formal learning for better health and wellbeing in later life. Non-formal learming,
happens oulside organised education and relies on aclively sharing experiences and
skills often in informal settings. There are no qualifications - continued learning is its
own reward.

While successive governments focus on skills and academic development to
boost the economy, the report suggests that non-formal learning, particularly for
refired and semi-retired people, helps tackle loneliness, encourages social
connection, and even improves the health of participants by keeping them connected
within the wider community.

Since its inception 40 years ago, the uda model relies on members being active
participants in society, engaging in life-long learning through a number of activities
and interest groups, connecting with others, developing social networks and giving
back to their communities. It also tackles ageist attitudes and stereotypes and
research shows that lifelong learming boosts confidence by developing new skills and
interests. Not anly does the report call for greater recognition of the value of non-
formal learning, it also calls for more resources to enable access so that many more
could benefit.

By being volunteerled and low cost, the u3a model works well for the more
vulnerable and disadvantaged of sociely at a time of economic pressure. Although
predominantly face-to-face, groups have become more inclusive by embracing IT and
its potential to reach the more isolated in society,

"The u3a movement contributes so much to society. It not only supports peaple to
continue learning and engaging in life, but it draws people fogether and helps to build
strong, connected communities. This is a vital antidote to the widespread and
devastating effects of loneliness and social isolation.” (Harriet Radermacher, author of
the report and Paolicy Manager at the Third Age Trust)

Five ways to promote wellbeing

Being Taking Continuing
active notice to learn

Connecting Giving
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& Drogramme and menu ¥

Burns Night Celebration

Celebrate Burns Night in Style — Saturday 25 January 2025
at Buckland Park Lake
6.15pm: Welcome with Burns Night cocktail / mocktail
| The Selkirk Grace
Starter — Cock-a-leekie OR leek and potato soup
Parade and address of the Haggis and wee dram
Immaortal Memory
Main course — Haggis, neeps and tatties OR Vegetarian
haggis, neeps and tatties OR Chicken, neeps and tatties
Reading of Burns poems
Toast to the lassies and reply to the laddies
Dessert - Cranachan
Coffee/Tea and shortbread
| singing of Auld Lang Syne
11.00pm : Carriages

Cost: £45 per head for the evening includes welcome drink but not wine.
Please book on website or contact lanthe Cox on 01737 843105 or :
¢ email ianthecox7 2(@gmail.com.

Raffle tickets £5 for five will be
sold at the door. Firstprizeis a

year’'s membership for two to
Buckland Park Lake
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GROUP NEWS

‘I'd rather see my GP than dance in the rain!’
e ot |i

A brief article in The Times (16 September
2024) about the benefits of taking part in
activities rather than wait for the inevitable
highlights the mantra of the u3a ‘learn, laugh, live"

While we offer a number of interest groups, we accept that despite their informality
and friendliness, some people are looking for companionship. We offer a number of
social activities such as the Luncheon Group, Culture Companions and French
Lunch.

If you would like to join any of these contact the group organisers directly. You'll be
very welcome,

CREATIVE CRAFTS / DIY DRESSMAKING

Following a quilting group meefing in August, it was decided
that members would like to diversity to include Creative
| Crafts. Members of the group will continue to inspire and
support each other in a variety of sewing projects but will
also include other individual projects and welcome new
members.

g For more information contact Deanne Rhodes on 01737
844768 or send an email to deannerhodes@btinternet. com

' The DIY Dressmaking group will run under the joint
stewardship of Jenny Mann and Angela Day. This friendly
group started many years ago by Anne Blanchard will meet
once a month in a member's home. For more details contact Angela on 07762
752322 or email udadressmaking@gmail.com .
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SHAKESPEARE AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES
We meet twice a month, once online on the 1% Tuesday at 10.30am, and once

in a group member's home in Westcott on the 3™ Tuesday, also at 10.30am. There is
a small charge of 50p a month to cover the cost of coffeeftea and biscuits,

We have been reading and discussing Shakespeare's Sonnets during the Zoom
sessions. During the face-to-face sessions, over the last couple of years, we have
been studying Richard I, Henry IV part 1, Henry IV part 2, Henry V, The Merchant of

Venice, Othello and The Comedy of Errors,

We have just begun reading ‘Pericles, Prince of Tyre' which was written
collaboratively by Shakespeare with George Wilkins.

Because we also like to read the play and watch the films, we make a point of
visiting Dorking Halls to see the Shakespeare Screenings in order to discuss them

afterwards.

Clearly, we cannot anticipate what they might be but the last two we saw, Henry
V and Othello, we have subsequently studied in detail.

We are a lively group who share a love of Shakespeare's writings. We are a
group of 10 when all mustered but could accommodate a couple of new members.
Just contact Jackie on 01306 887416 or email jaxrance@gmail.com

RUNWAY POEM
by Colin Gates of Charlwood

They're shooting now in Palestine
And bombing in Ukraine
Our politicians seem so powerless
And some of them insane
The whole world is suffering
With poison and pollution
So, let's build another runway
It's the obvious selution

The seas are full of acid and
The Pole caps are all gone
So, book your flight to Tenerife
And bring your friends along
We've got to make more money
So, lets fill up the sky
And build another runway
While we watch out planet die

The air is full of plastic and
There's sewage on the tide
So, come and get your ticket
For another aeroplane ride
The airport is surrounded
By a carbonated glow
But we'll build another runway
While we watch our profits grow

The whole world is suffering
From a bad pandemic spoor
So, build another runway
And spread it round some more
Yes, our lovely planet's dying fast
As pollution gets much thicker
So, fill the skies with aeroplanes
And get it over quicker

6 | Winter 2024
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CULTURE COMPANIONS
WINTER 2024-25 PROGRAMME

As we enter our second year as a group, Culture Companions has a core of
dedicated culture vultures keen to experience both plays and music on Saturday
evenings and another twenty or so members who join us as their busy lives allow,

In 2024 we walched 11 plays, listened to 15 concerts and saw two musicals. A
small group enjoyed four visits to the opera. In the summer we contemplated the
sculptures on display in a garden. We enjoyed good dining in Dorking on the nine
dates when the culture scene was bare. In August we all met for a garden picnic. In
total 43 events - a triumph!

Our plans for 2025 are to continue along the same lines of choosing the best
plays and concerts on offer in the Dorking and Guildford areas and of course to
continue to run the successful car sharing scheme. We continue to support DDOS in
The Green Room Theatre whose productions have delighted us. Hopefully Dorking
Halls will be open for most of the year. We have missed the variety of productions
that the venue offers. A new venture could be small group visits to major exhibitions
in London. We are trialling this with a visit to the Van Gogh Exhibition.

A reminder of the way Culture Companions works. | reserve a block of seats,
usually 10, with the venue, | usually have to pay for these tickets 4 weeks before the
performance. This means that you need to tell me as soon as possible that you wish
to join us. | ask you for the ticket money when you book a place. Please look at the
Dorking u3a website for more information about the performances.

Almost all of our cultural outings are on a Saturday as that is when those of us
who live alone, feel most in need of company. If there is nothing we wish to see, we
often organise a meal out. We operate a shared car scheme mainly for Guildford, but
also for Dorking. To join us email Helen Mardell on helen. mardelli@gmail.com

Friendships will continue to grow and new ones will be made as we welcome
more u3a Culture Companions.

ARCHAEOLOGY
At our November meeting Sylvia Solarski of Leatherhead u3a gave a talk on

“Stonehenge - The lesser-known Mesolithic and Iron Age”. Sylvia's extensive
research as part of her MA focused on the field work carried out at Vespasian's
Camp, near Stonehenge, which took place between 2005-2022. Finds unearthed at
this hill fort in the loop of the river Avon date back to the iron age, suggesting that it
was occupied between 7550-4700 BC.

Although very little Iron Age pottery was found, radiocarbon dating of the many
bones and tools uncovered suggest that this ‘place of residence’ is the oldest ever
found in the Stonehenge area. Posts found underneath Stonehenge car park in the
late 1960s appear to be marking this area as somewhere of special interest and
might explain the subsequent siting of the future Stonehenge (3100 BC and about
1600BC).

Dorking & District u3a Winter 2024 | 7




LOCAL HISTORY: WEALD & DOWNLAND LIVING MUSEUM

On a glorious sunny September morming our
intrepid Local History Group ventured forth to
step back in time.

_n..n HN""I'IL‘ T_he Weald & Downlang Living I'I.I'Iuaeym is a

i ’ s W'Tﬁ&‘r'* hidden gem, a_bcut 10 miles nnﬂh ::u_f Chmhes%er.

- L \ e B4 The Museum is home to a fascinating collection

- ", fa 11 AR -.ﬂ-" of over 50 rescued rural buildings and tells the

= Y story of the built environment, landscape,

- domestic and working lives of rural communities

from Anglo-Saxon to Edwardian times. There is so much to see - including homes

and historic gardens, farm animals and farming heritage, crafts and trade workshops,

beautiful woodland, pasture and wildflower meadows. BBC's 'The Repair Shop' is
filmed there.

We were free to wander at our own pace, with guides on hand to explain and
help us explore, We particularly noticed low beams and steep stairs in some of the
historic buildings. Each of the re-created period gardens with its herbs, vegetables,
fruit and plants represented the period and social status of the house to which it was
attached,

The Museum was launched in 1967 by a small group of enthusiasts led by the
Museum's founder, the late Or J R Armstrong, MBE. Set amongst 40 acres of
beautiful landscape in the South Downs Mational Park it opened to the public in
1970, The principal aim of the founding group was to establish a centre that could
rescue representative examples of historic buildings, which may have become
derelict or threatened with demolition, dismantle and then painstakingly re-erect them
on the new site.

One of many ambitious restorations was a watermill and granary, originally built
in Lurgashall, Sussex. It began grinding comn for flour and animal feed in the 17"
century and continued to do so, with constant improvements to its machinery, until
the 1930s. To make it a working exhibit the Museum had not only to re-erect it stone
by stone and repair the mechanisms but also excavate and build an upper and lower
mill pond, set 12 feet apart in height to match the diameter of the waterwheel. The
wheel now revolves again at about six times a minute and again produces flour, with
most being sold to local bakers.

The Museum runs extensive programmes of day-schools and longer courses in
Historic Building Conservation and Traditional Rural Trades and Crafts, along with a
series of evening talks on a range of lively topics. A lovely, enjoyable, informative
day out.,

Paul Smith & Val Raynor
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PHOTOGRAPHY: THE MANY LIVES OF LEE MILLER

Seventy-five years since it became home to Lee Miller and
her second husband, artist Roland Penrose, Farleys House
in Muddles Green, Chiddingly, East Sussex, remains an
homage to the couple and the many surrealist artists who
visited. For members of the Photography group who visited
in August, it was a voyage of discovery. We all knew Lee
Miller to have gained notoriety for her work as one of the
few women photographers and reporters working in war-
e torn Eurcpe in 1944-45,

S tLee” Miller (1907-1977) started life as a young model in
MNew York City in the 1920s before going to Paris, where she became a fashion
and fine art photographer for Vogue. Whilst in Paris she met and worked with
surrealist artist and photographer Man Ray, soon becoming his model and
collaborator, as well as his lover. Together they discovered the photographic
technique of solarisation through an accident supposedly involving a mouse
running over Lee's foot and causing her to switch on the light in mid-development.

On her retumn to Europe in 1937, she became an official war photojournalist
for Vogue recording among other things the London blitz and the liberation of
Paris. At this time she met Roland Penrose and took a job as a freelance
photographer for Vogue, reporting on the work of the American field hospital near
one of the two American assault beaches,

In April 1945, Lee Miller and her colleague, David Sherman, amived at
Dachau. As the only woman photographer at the camp, Miller documented what
she found with precision and immense compassion. Whilst many of Miller's war
photographs are shocking, they retain a surmealist sensitivity, highlighting the
unusual even in the bleakest situations.

Miller's photojournalism is hard-hitting but betrays an artistic, Surrealist eye.
Her most famous picture from this era is a self-portrat, in which she washes
herself in Hitler's bath.

After Lee's death, her son Anthony Penrose found boxes stuffed with around
80,000 images and negatives which have helped re-establish her posthumous
reputation. Our group was pleased to talk to Anthony as he explained the impact of
collaborating with Kate Winslet on her film Lee, now on general release, and
guided us around the many photographs and props on show in one of the
exhibition halls. Miller's experience of the war reflects that of many women at the
time: it liberated her, allowing her to fulfil her true potential and propelling her
perhaps unwittingly into the annals of photographic fame.

Beryl & John Sinclair
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PLAYREADING GROUP

‘BEGINNERS PLEASE' is a St John's Church Playreading group which also
welcomes uda members. We are a small enthusiastic bunch of people who meet bi-
monthly, on the 1* Monday in the month between 2 30pm and 4.30pm and also on
the 3™ Tuesday in the month, between 2.30pm and 4.30pm.

We meet in the Community Building behind the Church on Inholms Lane, Narth
Holmweood. Parking is available. Refreshments are provided. We read a play each
month and try to ring the changes. Subs are £2 a session, lo cover hire costs.

Scripts are hired from NEWSPAL, the Surrey Performing Arts Library, in Ewell.
In September 2024 we again took part in Festival 15. This Festival is an annual
showcase run by DDOS and is part of Arts Alive.

Various groups and individuals perform a variety of pieces which include drama,
poetry and improvisation. Our contribution was ‘Waterworks', a self-penned
rehearsed reading about the state of our waterways. This was inspired by our reading
of “The Permanent Way' by David Hare (2003}, which is about the railways.

Plays pending are The Glass Menagerie by Tennessees Williams (1944), A
Doll's House by Henrik Ibsen (1879) and Our Town by Thormton Wilder (1938).

If interested, please email Jackie Rance jaxrance@amail.com

WORDS, WORDS, WORDS

For some, repeats of the programme Call My Bluff are a welcome distraction from
the endless murder mysteries and reality programmes. Our Words, Words, Words
group is reviving their own version of the word game at our monthly meetings.
Here are some definitions to challenge yourselves, Check the answers on page 22
1. TO HINCH

a. Tohold a grudge.

b. To stock up on cleaning products and use them methodically,

c. Tomake a mistake

2ATe

a. Children's game in which one child chases the others

b. Smallest amount by which a price of a security or future may fluctuate

c. [Fabric case stuffed with feathers or other material to form a maltress or pillow
3. To CHAFF

a. Tolose patience

b. Toregard something as worthless

¢. Totease good-naturedly

4. A KATAR

a. A small, rounded dagger

b. Inflammation of the lining of the nose and throat

c. A group of women gueuing for food
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ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP - WE LIVED IN THE IRON AGEI

When | joined the Archaeoclogy
Group, | had no previous knowledge of
the subject; only a general interest - |
like the idea of digging. I'm just a “Time
Team' groupie really. | tried to tell the
other members that | had grown up in
the lron Age, but they were having
none of it. They said the lron Age was
a historical period. | said it's a way of
life. For those of us now in our 80s and
90s, the way we lived when we were &
or 6 years old was pure ‘lron Age’.

In each house a fire bumed, a
‘boiler’. Anything remotely combustible
went into it and a woman, in charge,
supervised all these age-ocld chores.
Food cooked from basic meat and veg;
pastry made from scratch, the suet for
it chopped;, clothes (handmade)
washed with a scrubbing board, hung
on a line with simple wooden pegs;
floors swept by broom; carpets beaten
outside.

We grew potatoes, onions, lumips
and carrots, kept chickens and ducks.
And you didn't make pets of them, the
poor doomed creatures. Our fields
grew our grain, and leather and iron
equipment still harnessed the horses
brought out of retirement to till them.

Around our streets the milkmen
delivered with horses, posimen
walked.

Paper was scarce and precious so
at school we used chalk on little mini-
blackboards. Mo mobile phones, so we
did a lot of letter-writing but wouldn't
dream of using any piece of paper
larger than ‘cctavo’. Mowadays, that's

Dorking & District u3a

about A5. No wonder our handwriting
is smaller than that of younger people.
Had you noticed that?

Fear of attack by other tribes hung
ever in the air and scarcity reduced us
to ron Age ways.

But funnily enough much of a
child's life was peaceful. We walked,
ran and played hopscotch on quiet,
empty roads. The dog-fights up above
us were as remotely fascinating as TV
is today.

QOur school air-raid shelter looked
exactly like an Iron Age long-barrow
and in there, like our ancesiors, we
spent cold, dark hours listening to
stories. We heard fabulous tales of
times long past, our teachers
remembering when people could travel
freely throughout the Empire. They told
wondrous tales of past Christmases,
carefree festivals of light bringing
music and dance, song and colour -
and presents(!), found in throbbing
stores  full of exotic, brand-new
things...not the homemade hand-me-
downs and remakes we enjoyed.

And then in  about 1946,
somebody flicked a switch and ended
our lron Age dream, opening up
completely new avenues af

unimaginably rapid progress,
modemity, CONSUMErism and
considerably more  noise  and

dissatisfaction.

You can see those changes in the
archasological record, today, when
you dig!

Gelhi Jones
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South East u3a Forum Summer School 2024

2 -5 September at University of Chichester

| was one of a
group of six under
the guidance of
Beryl  Connelly,
our excellent tutor,
She was well
| prepared, well
equipped and very
L " knowledgeable on
her subject: patchwork and quilting
using a sewing machine, We were a
"beginners” group but it seemed that the
term beginner is quite fluid. Not a
problem for Beryl who was able to cater
for all our individual needs. (She must
have been exhausted by the end of the
coursel)

| leamed how to square off and
measure fabric accurately then cut
using a rotary cutter on a special "self-
healing" mat, how to plan a design of 5"
squares and join them together using a
consistent 1/4" seam allowance, apply
wadding and/or backing and finally quilt,
of course. None of it as straightforward
as it sounds. Owver 11 sessions |
completed three projects including a
lined tote bag! | went away with a great
sense of achievement.

The accommodation was designed
for students and was fine for a short
stay. The food in the restaurant was
much better than | expected. A good
selection at every meal (breakfast, lunch
and dinner), moming coffee, afternoon
tea and a glass of wine on the first and
last evening. All included in the price.
Queues at lunch and dinner could be

12 | Winter 2024

avoided by tumming up half an hour after
the start of service. On the subject of
gueues, it feit weird to queue with men
for the toilets, but this is what passes for
inclusivity on university premises, |
suppose,

| chose to pay the £35 supplement
for "Oliver!" at the Festival Theatre, five
minutes' walk away, and this did not
disappoint. A full house and a standing
ovation for the cast.

On day 4, during an extended
coffee break, several of the groups,
including photography, crochet, writing
"my story", politics, philosophy and
patchwork showed off their
achievements or syllabi and tutors were
on hand to answer questions about their
subjects.

All in all, a bnlliant short break.
Excellent organisation. Lovely people.
This is the u3a at its best!

Wendy Crozier

Editorial note: find a full report on the
summer school on
www. southeastulaforum. u3asite. uk/

Dorking & District u3a



Monthly Meetings
Meetings take place in 5t Joseph's Church Hall, Derking RH4 3DL on the second
Wednesday of each month {except August), starting at 2.30pm. Doors open at 2.00pm for

refreshments.

If you are finding it difficult to get to monthly meetings but would like to come if someone
were to collect you, please contact John Sinclair who will try to find a volunteer to drive
you. If you drive, come to monthly meetings regularly and would like to be added to a list of
drivers willing to collect members, would you kindly let John know, If you have suggestions
regarding topics and/or speakers for monthly meetings, please get in touch with Denise

Hooker dorkingu3ameetings@gmail.com

11 December 2024

A CHRIsTMAS CAROL A welcome return of
JOMATHAN JOMES who
= will be giving a
| 'l dramatised reading of
it the Dickens classic A
= Christmas Carol much
41 :f: as he himself delivered
it using different voices,
gestures and mannerisms to portray the
various characters.

See Scrooge, the Ghosts of Christmases
Past, Present and Future, Tiny Tim and
Bob Cratchit brought to life before your
eyes,

8 January 2025

TRACKS TO MY GRANDFATHER'S SUCCESS
Speaker and voice-over artist Louise
CaAMBY is the proud granddaughter of
composer and conductor Johnny
Douglas. She recounts the music he
composed and the many celebrities he
worked with, including Barbra Streisand,
Shirley Bassey and
o Vera Lynn. He
most famously
wrote the music for
the 1971 film The
Railway Children.

12 February 2025

THE HISTORY OF PLACE MAMES

Tony PAINTER spent 30 years with the
MoD as Map Research Officer and
provides a light hearted insight on how
place names are arrived al, how they
illustrate a past way of life and how in
some case they have been changed to
move with the times and not cause
offence!

12 March 2025
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF AGATHA CHRISTIE
p In this illustrated
talk, DAVID ALLEN
explores the
: incredible life story
Mof the world-
famous crime
writer Agatha

f Christie, from her
young days roller-
skating on Torquay Pier to her glittering
career, her mysterious disappearance
and the inspiration for her two most
famous characters.
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Interest & Activity Groups
Details of current interest groups can be found in the handbook or on the Dorking & District u3a
website www.dorkingu3a.org.uk. Members may join as many groups as they wish. Just contact
the group leader(s) for further information. If you have difficulty in joining a group or have
suggestions for new groups, please contact the Membership Secretary by emailing

johnsinclair@dorkingu3a.org.uk.

ARCHAEOLOGY CURRENT ISSUES 2 (NEW)

Peter Horitz: 01306 B98057 lan Morman: 07921 492790
peter.horitz@uwwelub.net iannorma mail.com

ART & ARCHITECTURE DIY DRESSMAKING

Roger Stones 01306 886754 Angela Day: 07762 752322
roger.stones@btinternet.com lenny Mann: u3adressmaking{®@gmail.com

Beryl Sinclair: dandu3asecretary@gmail.com

BADMINTON / PICKLEBALL
Nicholas Jupp: 07881 587134

BOWLS = INDOOR GROUP (Oct = April)
Ann Watney: 01306 889115
ann.watney@btinternet com

BOWLS - OUTDOOR GROUP | May —Sept)
David Pettman: 01306 883043
david@pettman.co.uk

BRIDGE

Sue Greenacre: 01306 886832
cgreenacred3i@mail.com

Lesley Pearce; 07954 381873
lesleypearcemassage@gmail.com

CARD GAMES PLUS
Mike Giles: 01306 884598; 07710 500116

mibri m m

CREATIVE CRAFTS
Deanne Rhodes: 01737 844768

deannerhodes@btinternet.com

CULTURE COMPANIONS
Helen Mardell: 07894 859162
helen.mardell@gmail.com

DORKING READERS/FRIDAY READING CIRCLE
Beryl Sinclair: dandu3asecretary@gmail.com

EXERCISE FOR HEALTH

Babs Lawry: tedandbabslawry @btinternet.com
Diane Prout: 07799580906

diane. prouti@btopenworld.com

FRENCH CONVERSATION

Angela Day Tel 07762 752322
angela m_ d@hotmail.co.uk
Christine Lawrence: 01306 882316
frenchi@dorkingu3a.org.uk

FRENCH LUNCH
Geoff Saunders: 01306 384812

geoff. msaunders@gmail.com

GARDENING
Vivian Wildman: 01306 644550

vivian.wildman.12 Egmail.com

GEMEALOGY
Sally Hulbert: 07770 874769
hulberts molev@yahoo.co.uk

GERMAN CONVERSATION
Bob Crooks: 01306 740062

robertcrooks @rocketmail.com

CURRENT ISSUES 1
Andrew Gibbons: 01306 742650
andrew.gibbons@pobox.com

GUITAR
Brian Joannow: 01306 887411
rian. joann internat.com
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INVESTMENT & MONEY READING FOR PLEASURE

John Holder: 01737 845907 Jill Roome: 01306 833023

hold|B51@gmail.com etaylordD@btinternet.com

JIGSAW EXCHANGE ROCK & POP

Hilda Burden: 01737 842516 Jeff Smith: 07846 670967

smiff.house@outlook.com

LINE DANCING

Gill Croaks: 01306 740062 SCIEMNCE & TECHNOLOGY

gillcrooks] @gmail.com Richard Rumble: 01372 450142
— richrumble747 @gmail.com

LOCAL HISTORY

Paul Smith: 01306 640791 SCRIBBLERS

paul3msmith@hotmail.com Gillian Williamson; 0798 9962237

Valerie Rayner: 01306 640791 rowewill@aol.com

raynervi@gmail.co
SHAKESPEARE & HIS CONTEMPORARIES

LUNCHEON CLUB Jackie Rance: 01306 887416
Tony Parker: 01306 884050 [axrance @gmail.com

bacdocs 7 @gmail.com

SINGING FOR PLEASURE

MILITARY HISTORY Meike Laurenson

Jim Barnes: 07967392532 milaurenson@talktalk.net
jimbarnes3 1 @gmail.com

Contact: Liz Lockhart-Mure: 01737 844173 SPANISH (Beginners [ Conversation)

Beryl Sinclair: dandu3asecretary@gmail.com

PHILOSOPHY ONLINE

Virginia Wheeler TEXTILES & TEA

virginia.s.wheel mail.com Juliet Eberle: 01306 884569
juli rl lworl

PHILOSOPHY

Marjorie Hudson: 01306 B88281 UKULELE

hudmarjorie@gmail.com John Hammond: 07847 674338
[bw.hammond @gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Faith & Mike Docker: 01306 501640 UPWORDS

faith.docker@® gmail.com Sue Jex: 01306 BR2673

michael. docker@gmail.com suelucas51@yahoo.couk

PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP WINE APPRECIATION

lohn Sinclair: 07817 454301 Geoff Saunders: 01306 884812

johnsinclair@dorkingu3a.org.uk geoff.m.saunders @gmail.com

PILATES WORDS, WORDS, WORDS

Janet Hoad: O7802 377873 Rosemary Harbridge: 01306 881520

jahoad@hotmail.com rharbridge@sky.com

PLANT LOVERS

Margaret Ashdown; 07944 176399

margaretslashdown@btinternet.com

Cathy Guy: 07878 825412
cathypuy33@yahoo.co.uk

www.dorkingu3a.org.uk | iii



fauopy B USULSIAU)]
(1dag-|udy) spmeg Jooping

(3dag-|udy) spmog Jooping

(idag-judy) spweg Joopng

apu) Bujpeay fepugy {judy-120) spwog Joopu) | (idas-udy) spwog Jooping (judy-390) spwoq soopy; | wd feplid
aRImyn 3[RInn we
apEInn Bupueg aup] Bujuapaes Bupueq aury
IreGapPid
doysyiop, Aydesfiojoyd (o
|reg=apg | UDIESIBALICT) LDUaY Qa2 [regapg
(ayeipaumiu) ysiueds siapeay Buppog (mpEipauusu|) ysiueds | UORESIBALOD) YIRS fepsany ]
dod 19 ¥2cH (dn ysnug) ysiueds
dog % 0y Jeyng dog 2 yaoy dog % Yoy
Teyng SUEI) SAIEIY meyng meyng | we
{auijuoj Aydosoiyd
AboEauan i
(auyuc) Aydese||ud Bupqewssaug Ald
MRy B WY STid SWEY) pIe] DNLLI3W ATHINOW SNjg SSWeY pieg fepesupagy
FBojoulypa) & sousps
Aoysiy 2o e
£ Sanss| Juauny ypurr] puaiy | Sanss] JUBLIND
spaomdn) €3 % sajxa) spaomdn) B3] B Sopa)
E9 2 saEd ERZ ' s3EId 2 Aydesbojoyy €92 sau|d wd
ABojoaeyory fuydosojiygy E®RZ 'L smE|d snooy uy AydeiBojoyy
SPIOM 'SPIOM, 'SPAOM {auijuo) sapmsod fepsan]
sairuod siqQaquos | -wauo) sy 9 aesdsayeys
-WaUoT) SHY ) aUeadsaveys gqnp uoayaunT ameay foj a5 e
yaeay Joy as1auexg sy 404 asisaxg yeay Joy asiaiEng Raoysiy Ay
uojuwpeg usjuupeg uoquiwpeg uojujwpeg
UDIERIBAUDT) UBLLEE) UOJESIBAUCT) UBULSE wd
Z % | afipug Z % | sbpug 2% 1 abpug Z % | abpug fepuoy
aunsea|d Jsop Bubuig aunseald Joy Buipeay e
qnp uosLpun S43807 Rl ONLLIIW F3LUWWOD sunsesly Joy Buibuig
LpUoW Ul 5| LRUoW u) pig Yiuow ui puz YHuow ui 35|
¢122W aMm op uayp - sdnodg ogn 33143s1Q ¥ buiyuog

iv | www.dorkingu3a.org.uk




MONTHLY MEETINGS

The History of the Windsor Chair - Stewart Linford

to do

Occasionally we  like
something different at Dorking u3a and
the October monthly meeting didn't

disappoint. In  an interaclive talk
Stewart Linford presented the history of
the Windsor chair and explained the
use of various woods and wood tuming
techniques. His talk was peppered with
humorous anecdotes enhanced by an
array of rich, fascinating chairs which
he had made himself over the years,

Graduating from High Wycombe
College where he specialised in the
craft of traditional chair-making, he set
up a fumniture-making workshop from
scratch. Clients included the Duke and
Duchess of Devonshire, the Duke of
Marlborough and other noble families’
world-wide, Awarded the Queen's
award for enterprise in 2003 he was
presented o Her Majesty at
Buckingham Palace and received a
Royal visit to his workshops.,

Stewart's speciality is creating
chairs to commemorate great British

Dorking & District u3a

‘worthies'. He used timbers from HMS
Victory to build his Admiral's chair and
timber from Blenheim Palace estate to
celebrate his here Winston Churchill.
He even regaled the audience with a
speech by Winston Churchill for which
he donned the famous bowler hat and
smoked a mock cigar. He designed
and made 99 Milenium chairs (100
chairs would have meant carving an
extra digit!)

What makes the Windsor chair
different from other chairs?

While there are a wvariety of
designs, the Windsor chair s
characterised by having a thick, one-
piece, wooden seat into which the legs
are socketed from below and the
spindles forming the back-rest are
slotted in from above, making the chair
inherently strong. The solid seat is
frequently made of elm which is highly
resistant to splitting.

However, the back-rest and arm-
bow are usually of other native woods
such as ash, very suitable for steaming
and shaping, while the legs were made
of beech which was splitable, making it
quicker for makers to cleave the wood.

Around 1840 BC, a catastrophic
volcano eruption took place, leading to
the destruction of Santorini. This gave
rise to 4000-year-ocld bog oak now
used for decoration on limited edition
chairs because of its amazing colours.
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Where were Windsor chairs made?

In the 18" century, Windsor chair
makers were working in the Thames
Valley, particularly in the area around
Windsor itself and Slough. The legs and
siretchers were often cut to size and
prepared by bodgers who would then

decorate them wsing a rudimentary
lathe.

The benchman would produce the
seats, back splats and other sawn
parts. Finally, the framer would take the
components and assemble the finished
chair. In the 19" century, High
Wycombe was a major centre of
Windsor chair production but Windsor
chairs were made throughout the
country, many with their own decorative
features.

A video of Stewart's talk can be
found on the Dorking and District u3a
website.

{photographs by Robert Edmondson)

The Influence of the Italian Renaissance on Arts &
Crafts Gardens - Carolyn Smith

Caralyn Smith, chairman of the Ars
and Crafts Movement in Surrey, has a
particular interest in garden history. She
first described how interest in Italian
gardens was revived through works
such as Edith Wharton's ltafian Villas
and their Gardens of 1904. The lalian
Renaissance garden emerged in the
late 15" century at villas in Rome and

14 | Winter 2024

Florence, inspired by classical ideals of
order and beauty, and aftempting to
enhance the view of the landscape
beyond. The Renaissance architect
Alberti outlined the design elements
needed for a Renaissance garden

fts regular planform should follow
architectural patterns, the garden should
have a central median axis, and should
develop perspective vanishing flines,
suggesting the influence of central
perspective...! The Medici family
espoused these principles in the villas
they had built during the 15" century
and used gardens to demonstrate their
own power and magnificence.

Gardens became more
symmetrical, and included fountains,
statues, groftes, and other features
designed to delight and impress visitors.

Dorking & District u3a




Terrace steps were built in accordance
with the size and characteristics of the
property,

The first Italian garden to be
created in England was at Wotton
House. After a visit to ltaly, John
Evelyn (1620-1706) worked on the
garden from 1643 until 1652,

By the late 17" century, the
influence of ltalianate gardens was
seen in fashionable estates such as
Renishaw Hall designed by Sir George
Sitwell. These  often included
decorative knotted parterres or terraces
and often incorporated long avenues of
trees or boxwood hedges, elaborate

water features and statues or follies
with classical references. There was a
fashion for topiaries and for carefully
planned ‘wildernesses’,

When Bampfylde inherited
Hestercombe in 1720, he laid out an
ltalianate landscape garden, complete
with Tuscan temple. The garden was
later remodelled by Gertrude Jekyll and
Edwin Lutyens.

LIBRARY OF THINGS
- wms w =y Circular Dorking is a community interest company staffed
4 El | \. by wolunteers which works to make the Dorking
\ community and small businesses more sustainable and
resilient.
Their latest project is a Library of Things at Dorking
1 Library, where you can borrow items that are very useful
but which you might only need very occasionally.
AN inventory of over 80 items such as a hedge trimmer,
carpet cleaners, pressure washer and a variety of games
and tools are available to bomrow. Donated by local
residents, all have been checked for safety and usability. The Library of Things is free
to use but borrowers can make a small donation, if they feel so inclined, to support
running costs and purchases of additional items.

To find out how to use the Library of Things see the Circular Dorking website at
www circulardorking.org uk. The site details other Circular Dorking projects: 'save
energy, save cost' talks to community groups; free home energy surveys (as part of a
Surrey wide initiative), more detailed support for people struggling with energy bills
called HEATplus; a guide to a greener you; and provides free sustainability books to
schools and other resources associated with green careers.

Andy Tanner
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STUDY DAYS CELEBRATE ANOTHER MILESTONE!

The MNovember Lowry study day
was led by Professor Maria Chester,
accredited lecturer of the Arts Society in
London and Fellow Researcher of
Shanghai University, specialising in Pre-
Columbian Civilisations and Art History.

In her talk, Maria not only covered
Lowry's formative years as an art
student under the guidance of Valette, a
French impressionist living in England,
she also looked at his extensive body of
work and considered the more personal
side of the man.

Born in Manchester in 1887 into a
middle-class family, he was an only child
whose early artistic talent was thwarted
by his domineering mother. In 1903, he
took up private painting classes which
he would continue attending for 20
years. Leaving school at 16 years, he
took a job as a clerk and rent collector
for an accountancy firm; he remained in
full ime employment until his retirement
at the age of 65. When his father died in
1932, Lowry became sole carer of his
bedndden, 73-year-old mother for seven
years, only painting while his maother
was sleeping. This accounted, he said,
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for the lack of shadows in his paintings!
Always working within a limited colour
range, from the 1960s he chose to paint
his figures on a white background, as he
saw the industrial landscape around him
disappearing.

During his Ifetime, Lowry produced
arcund 1,000 paintings, as well as over
8,000 exquisite pencil drawings. Lowry's
paintings show the hardship of the
Lancashire workers portrayed as
simplistic matchstick figures, rarely
interacting with each other. ‘My ambition
was to put the indusirial scene on the
map' (Lowry).

Recognition as an artist came fo
Lowry late in his career. While he turned
down an OBE, CBE and a knighthood,
he accepted full admission to the Royal
Academy “because it was good for
business”. Even when he was well-
known as an artist and was selling well,
he kept his spartan lifestyle, living in the
same small house with no telephone or
car. He never mamed and never
travelled abroad. His work was well
known across the world thanks to Lord
Duveen, a New York art dealer. Lowry
died of pneumonia in 1976.

This talk was the 150" study day
hosted by the SE Network - a
celebratory cake was presented to the
Study Day committee and shared
among the 170 attendees who also
enjoyed an impromptu music interval
performed by students of the Menuhin
School.
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LAKE DISTRICT RESIDENTIAL - ODE TO A HOLIDAY

The pick-up coach was late and the skies were grey -
Mot a good start for the autumn holiday.

Traffic was bad, rain torrential which delayed our lunch;
You can imagine we were not a very happy bunch
We changed our driver; the sun came out;

Qur progress improved without a doubt.

Lovely hotel and a welcome dinner,

Could this holiday be a winner?

Blue skies and sun greeted us the next day.

With cur Blue Badge Guide, we were on our way.
Beautiful scenery through the Fells and mountain pass
Mear Coniston and Windemere to Ravenglass,

On to the narrow-gauge steam railway line,

Qur journey to and from Dalgarth was fine.

Then on the coach to Cockermouth for lunch
The food at The Trout was a very good munch
A visit to the house which was Wordsworth's home
The scene of where he wrote his greatest poem

A route via Grangemouth to Holker Hall
The Cavendish's home which enthralled us all
On to the Hatherthwaite steam train to Lakeside
Through the Leven Valley for a wonderful ride
Across Lake Windemere our cruise was a delight
Glorious weather to appreciate the sight
We arrived in Bowness for a nice cup of tea
A walk in the town with more to see

An exciting drive via Trout Beck and the High Pass
Stunning Fell scenery that made us gasp
Arrival at Ullswater to board our boat
Cruising the Lake on which Wordsworth wrote
The coach was waiting at Pooley Bridge Pier
To take us to Kendal which was quite near
An aftemoon visit to Sizergh Castle, so grand
Rounded off our day having covered much land

Our last moming came and it was time to depart
Farewell to the Lakes and some of our heart
Little Moreton Hall was our last place to be
A fairy tale Manor and so much to see
Our holiday had covered over 1000 miles
| am pleased to say we ended with smiles
Another memorable U3a trip was complete
Live, Laugh and Learn in the Lakes was a treat

lanthe Cox, Group Leader
October 2024
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THE STAGS HEAD AND THE SERPENT

Coach holidays with Dorking u3a seem to feature links to our
families. In Morthumberiand, at Alnwick Castle, we saw a
stool from the Coronation of the late Queen Elizabeth
belonging to the Duke of Northumberland. My husband
David's parents attended the Coronation and had two similar
stools in their home. This summer David and | enjoyed the
Lake District coach trip and the visit to Holker Hall, which
belengs to a minor branch of the Cavendish family, stirred up
childhood memaories for me. In the large entrance porch was
a modest shield perched on a ledge.
As a child, the motto ‘Cavendo Tutus' (Safe through Caution)
featured in red on the bathroom wall above the wash basin along with a red stag's
head. My father had painted it to cover a damp patch on the walll How come? Well,
my maiden name was Hardwicke and back in the 1880s, a great uncle had
researched the family history and traced our ancestors back
¥ to  Elizabeth Cavendish, later Talbot, Countess of
Shrewsbury aka Bess of Hardwick (née Hardwick ¢1521-
1608). She was a notable and immensely wealthy member
of Elizabethan English Society. Her second husband (of
four) was Sir William Cavendish. As a widow she owned
Chatsworth House and Hardwick Hall both in Derbyshire
~ and a town house in Chelsea. Her second son William
| Cavendish (1552-1626) became the first Ear of
Devonshire. Our family was also traced back to the Dukes
“F of Norfolk.
My father checked out these claims and came to the
conclusion that it was all wishful thinking and that the
family, in reality, peters out as ag labs (agricultural
labourers) in Staffordshire in the 18" century. But that did
not deter him from adorning the bathroom wall with the
‘family’ motto.
Mote the 'serpent proper’ at the top of the shield. This
featured several times at Holker Hall - on the modemn
- carpet on the stairs and first floor landing; in the windows
on the same landing and on the litter bins in the grounds.

Personally, | rather like the serpent and | am wondering how best it incorporate it
in the décor at homel!

Barbara Jones
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Beautiful Keukenhof Gardens, Valkenburg & ‘Little

Switzerland'
Monday 24 - Friday 28 March 2025
Price: 5 Days £579 per person half-board

What's included:
+ 4 nights dinner, bed & breakfast at Hotel Walrum, Valkenburg. Single room

supplement £25 per person per night.
#  Return coach travel with full excursion programme, including admission to

Keukenhof Gardens, with a dedicated guide,
MNOTE: Optional insurance £23 including arrangement fee (non-refundable).
Hotel Walrum, Valkenburg
This 3-star family run hotel is situated in a square,
two minutes from the centre of Valkenburg. It has a
bar, restaurant and patio garden. All bedrooms

The picturesque resort of Valkenburg lies in the
lovely province of Limburg surrounded by lush rolling hills and sloping forests. Almost
surrounded by Belgium and Germany, Valkenburg, or Little Switzerland as it is often
called, has a unigue history and character and an atmosphere which is typically
continental.

Excursion programme (subject to change) includes:

Day 1: Monschau & Hillside viewpoint - Germany

We head into Germany and to the Eifel Mountains where we make our way to the
picture-postcard town of Monschau, characterised by its half-timbered buildings in a
steep-sided valley, overlooked by a medieval castle. On our return we pause at the
hillside viewpoint overlooking the three countries, where Belgium, Germany and Holland
meet.

Day 2: Keukenhof Gardens

An early start this morning as we head north to the
world famous Keukenhof Gardens, an historic parkland
brimming with flowering tulips, hyacinths, and daffodils e
as well as unique flower shows in the pavilions.
Day 3 (half day): Limburg :
A half day excursion to delightful Maastricht, ‘capital’ of Limburg and one of the oldest
cities in Holland.

For further information contact lanthe Cox on 01737 843105 or email

ianthecox7 2@gmai
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DAY OUT - WESTMINSTER ABBEY

SINGING A THOUSAND YEARS OF HISTORY

A full 53-seater coach, one of Hardings' best, manoceuvred into Westminster
Abbey's tight parking carrying Dorking u3a for a very special visit ‘after hours’ to
Westminster Abbey. Forget the crowds, Dorking had the Purcell Club treatment,
booked almost four years earlier such is its popularity.

The Pureell Club is an old boys® club of Westminster Abbey Charisters who sang
us on a guided tour around the Abbey. The singing was just magnificent, only topped
by the Abbey organist playing specially for us a resounding modern piece on the
Abbey organ. It crescendoed around us as we sat delighted in the Nave near the
Tomb of the Unknown Warrior - slill bedecked with poppies from this year's
remembrance celebration.

The tour, preceded by a splendid meal in the Cellarium café, took us to parts of
the Abbey that are rarely seen by visitors. Our ex-choirboy guide lived the history and
atmosphere of this humbling place which traces its history back to origins in the 10"
century, the Norman addition and the 18" and 19” century ‘improvements’. The roll
call of tombs of kings, queens and notables down the ages, not forgetting the
musicians and poets, and generally the great and the (not always) good was mind-
blowing. In all | think over 950 tombs!

The tour took us to the half-hidden tomb of Elizabeth | and the magnificent tomb
of Saint Edward the Confessor which apparently, to prove their worth, all the main
royals wanted to be as near as possible! The visit really called on our imperfect
knowledge of English history and almost had us grasping for copies of the spoof
1066 and all that',

But be you knowledgeable or distinctly amateur, Westminster Abbey is an awe-
inspiring place and it was just great to be shepherded by such wonderful guides and

ey taken up and down the myriad

h This really was a visit sans pareil
and great thanks must go to
Deanne and her helpers for the
y organisation of such a special and
rare trip. Get booking again
" Deanne for the next visit in four

d years time!

Bill Baker
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DAY OUT

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE & BACKSTAGE TOUR
Thursday 13 February 2025

By way of a change to our normal days out we have arranged an outing for you
- ; to Chichester Festival Theatre.

We have booked a Backstage Tour for you at 10.30am
which should be fascinating. This lasts for about an
hour when you will have some time to yourselves to go
into Chichester to have a bite of lunch or maybe do a
little shopping. Chichester has a lovely range of shops
and restaurants. Alternatively, you could stay in and
around the theatre, stroll around the park and have a
sandwich. However, don't get too carried away as we
have booked tickets in excellent seats for the afternoon performance at 2.30pm
of ‘Pride and Prejudice* (Sort of)’. |t comes direct from its triumph in the West
End where it won the Laurence Olivier Award for Best Comedy and the Evening
Standard Theatre Award. It is currently on UK tour. A unigue and audacious
retelling of Jane Austen's most iconic love story.

Men, money and microphones will be fought over in this imeverent but
affectionate adaptation where the stakes couldn't be higher when it comes to
romance. If you would like to read more about the play there are reviews on line.

We plan to leave Chichester at the end of the afternoon performance and should
be back in Dorking by 6.30pm.

PLEASE NOTE COACH DEPARTURE TIMES:
8.45am Brockham (bus stop near Oakdene Road)
8.55am Dorking Halls

9.00am Opposite Waitrose

9.05am Bus stop near Knoll Road
COST: £70 to include coach, backstage tour, front tier tickets and driver's
gratuity.

For more information, contact Deanne Rhodes 01737 844768,
deannerhodes@btinternet.com or Jackie Rance 07770 885003;
|axrance@gmail.com
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SURREY REGIONAL STuDY DAvS

SurrREY STuDY Davs are held at the Menuhin Hall in
Stoke d'Abernon, Full details and application forms can
be accessed on the D&D u3a website or on the Surrey u3a
MNetwork website,

To book members should send a completed booking slip,
8 with a cheque for £12/£15 for a guest, in Hall or on Zoom,
" payable to Surrey u3a Network, or bank transfer to HSBC
Account No. 11519013 Sort Code 40-27-07, to Denise Dobbs — u3a, 5 Aldridge Rise,
Mew Malden KT3 5RJ, Phone 07964 798791 or send an email to
surreyudastudydayi@outiook.com,

For help to print out forms or if you would like transport to attend the sludy days,
please contact Beryl Sinclair on 020 3949 0707.

Fripay 21 FEBruarY 2025; Pioneering the New Space Revolution, presented by
Professor Craig Underwood, Emeritus Professor of Spacecraft Engineering, University of
Surrey, this study day examines how the University of Surrey came to pioneer a new
approach to camying out space missions using small satellites. This work has developed
over many years, with Craig being involved since 1986.

Fripay 21 MarcH: Bach's St Matthew Passion. Sandy Burnett, Musical Director and
Broadcaster, guides the audience through Bach's masterful work, examines his autograph
manuscripts and reflects on the extraordinarily vivid Passion texts.

Fripay 11 AprIL: Vincent van Gogh & Painting in the 18" Century presented by art
historian Leslie Pitcher BA (Cantab).

FriDaY 16 May: The Asian Century, presented by Steve Bird, Drawing on his extensive
experience in military and international affairs, Steve explores the shift from long-standing
American and European supremacy towards growing Asian dominance, with its different
cultures, attitudes and socio-economic pressures,

ANSWERS

CALL MY BLUFF ON PAGE 10

1. To HINcH: To stock up on cleaning products and use them methodically.

2. A mia: A light touch or tap with the hand; a children’s game in which one child
chases the others

3. To cHAFF: To tease good-naturedly

4. KATAR: A small, rounded dagger

S0ONG OR MOVIE TITLES ON BACK COVER

1.Golden Eye, by Angela Rixon; 2. These Boots Are Made for Walkin', Mike
Docker; 3. Smoke Gets in Your Eyes, Paul Smith; 4. String of Pearfs, Chris Prout;
5. The Secret Garden, Angela Underdown,
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Calendar of Events December - December 2025

December 11 Meornthiy Meeting A Christmas Carol, presented by Jonathan Jones
lanuary 2025 8 Manthly Meeting Tracks to my Grandfather’s success, speaker
Louise Camby
25 Event Burns MIGHT |, Buckland Park Lake
February -] Event New members coffee morning at 5t Joseph's
Church Hall 10.30am-12noon
12 Manthly Meeting The History of Place Mames, speaker Tony
Painter
13 Day Out Chichester Festival Theatre and Backstage Tour
21 Study Day Pioneering the New Space Revolution,
presented by Professor Craig Underwood
March 12 Manthly Meeting The Life of Agatha Christie, speaker David Allen
21 Study Day Bach's 5t Matthew Passion, presented by Sandy
Burnett, Musical Director and Broadcaster
24-28  Residential trip Beautiful Keukenhof Gardens, Valkenburg &
‘Little Switzerland’, Holland
April 2] Manthly Meeting The Agincourt Archer, speaker Simon Waterfield
11 Study Day Vincent van Gogh & Painting in the 19+ Century
France, presented by Leslie Pitcher
16 Day Out Visit to Kelmscott Manor
May 14 Manthly Meeting The Story of Concorde, speaker Jim Bames
16 Study Day The Asian Century, presented by Steve Bird
June 11 Manthiy Meeting Jlordan: The Desert Highway, speaker Jan
Parsons
18 Event SummMER Piciac - Buckland Park Lake
20 Study Day MHS Reform, presented by Catherine Heffernan
({tbc)
July 2] Manthly Meeting Bees & Honey: Tradition, Myth, Symbal & Magic,
speaker Peter Smith
September 10 Monthiy Meeting Al - The Good & the Bad, speaker Alan Freeland
October a8 Manthiy Meeting Landscapes of SE England, speaker Dr Geoffrey
Mead
Movember 12 Manthly Meeting Working with the Ghosts of Hampton Court
Palace, speaker Sarah Slater
December 10 Manthly Meeting Music by The Courgettes

Dorking & District u3a
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THE COMMITTEE

IANTHE COX - Chairman (interim) / Residentials
01737 843105; treasurer@dorkingu3a.org.uk
JOHN SINCLAIR - Membership Secretary / Treasurer (interim)
020 3948 0707; johnsinclair@dorkingu3a.org.uk
BERYL SINCLAIR - Secretary / Newsletter Editor
020 3949 0707; dandu3asecretary@gmail.com
ROSEMARY HARBRIDGE - Minutes Secretary rharbridge@sky.com
MICHAEL DOCKER - Web-master 01306 501640;
michael.dockeri@gmail.com

DEANNE RHODES - Days Out 01737 844768; 07770 273407;
deannerhodes@btinternet.com

DENISE HOOKER - Monthly Meetings Coordinator
dorkingu3ameetings@gmail.com
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PHOTOGRAPHY IN FOCUS - MOVIE OR SONG TITLES
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Can you guess the titles of the movie or song represented by these
photos? Answers on page 18 of the newsletter.



