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THE DELIGHTS OF TUSCANY - JUNE 2024
({photos by Alan Loryman and David Anscomb)

1.Bologna: porticos; 2. Torre del Lage: Puccini's villa; 3. Lucca: Puccini's birthplace;
4. Pisa: Leaning Tower; 5. Santa Maria Asunta Cathedral ; 6. & 7. Campo Santo




EDITORIAL

§ Thank you to all of you who came to this year's

= Annual General Meeting and to those who, unable to
attend, gave their proxy votes to the Chairman.

It has been a successful year - we currently have over
% 40 groups at the last count and nearly 80% of our

¥ members belong to at least one group. Almost all of

& this growth is due to the Committee’s dedication, and
the energy and commitment of Beryl who stood down
B as Chairman at the AGM. She has been indefatigable
in her quest to set up new groups to meet members’

¥ needs, ‘fo grow the business'and my goodness, how
successful she has been.

Beryl did not wish me to talk about her time as Chairman of Dorking & Disfrict
u3a at the AGM as she is continuing to serve on the Committee in the vital role of
secretary. So this is my opportunity to say a proper ‘thank you' to her for all that she
has done as Chairman in the last 4 years.

Looking ahead, as your new Chairman, | am determined to continue to build on
the excellent working relationship Beryl and | have built up, to work with the whole
Committee to make the coming year one of continued growth and stability, building
on their hard work, commitment and achievements.

This is the first editorial | have ever written. | was unaware that it was part of my
new role. There will be other firsts’. | wonder how many of you are also chalking up
firsts’. Let me know! | am looking forward to getting to know as many of you as
possible, to listen to you and to try to deliver what you ask for, and importantly to be
there to hear complaints.

Helen

WINTER NEWSLETTER 2024

We WELCOME poems, articles, stories, photos and group information
for the wiNTER NEWSLETTER to reach the Editor by MmiD NOVEMBER
2024. Please ensure articles are no more than 300 - 400 words and
typed in Word or in the body of an email. Without contributions the
MNewsletter will not survive. Thank you.
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MEMBERSHIP

WELCOME!

A warm welcome to the following new members, who have joined since March 2024,
Our next new members meeting will be in Dorking on Wednesday 9 October at
10.30am - 12 noon (venue to be confirmed). If you have recently joined the u3a but
not attended an introductory meeting before, you will be very welcome.

Margaret Dowling Robin Moore
Gerald Gardiner Linda Newbald
Hilda Gardiner Maureen Paul
Clive Gilchrist Johnny Roca
Hermina Hines Valerie Roopun
Renate MacLennan John Thom
Christine Mirtle Valerie Thamas

Heather Moore

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

Thank you to those who have renewed your subscriptions which were due on 1 April
2024, Anyone whose membership is still outstanding on 1 July will be marked as
‘lapsed’ and will no longer receive any communications from us (including
newsletters).

GOODBYE AND THANK YOU

After 20 years of leading the Walking group, Jane and
Michael White have decided to stand down. Jane and
Michael took over the Walking group some 20 years ago
and in that time they have meandered their way around
Surrey taking in the sights and enjoying the welcome of
local hostelries. The walks generally were about Smiles
=1 long and brought together a sociable
group uf up to 20 people mostly from the Dorking area. "/'ve really
loved it leading walks over the last 20 plus years... we've had
such nice people.”
Anne Blanchard set up the DIY Dressmaking group some years
ago. The aim of the group was to fashion and sew clothing from
scratch. Group members worked on items and shared skills to
complete clothing.
Our thanks go out to them with our good wishes for the future.
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COMMITTEE NEWS - AGM REVIEW

| should like to thank the 87 members who attended our 33rd AGM on 10 July,
either at 5t Joseph's or by Zoom. This year, monthly and group meetings are
increasingly well attended. Whenever possible, hybrid meetings are available for those
unable to attend in person; recordings of most meetings are posted on our website,

More interest groups are needed to welcome the increasing number of new
members and sustain growth. For some activities such as pickleball and badminton, we
work in partnership with local u3as and other arganisations. With regular outings, events
including the summer picnic and Burns Might, and two residentials each year, we hope to
engage as many members as possible. The enhanced website has improved contact
with new and existing members and enables them to book activities online.

We say goodbye to Linda Wilmott (Monthly Meetings Coordinator) and Tony Parker
{Vice Chair). We are grateful to Denise Hooker who has kindly agreed to help coordinate
menthly meetings. We also welcome Chris Hall to the Committee.

We got to know Chris well during the Tuscany residential, he still works part-time as
an accountant and has two grown up children, He joined the u3a in 2023 to meet people
and really enjoys the social aspect of Culture Companions. He brings professional
expertise, energy, enthusiasm and a sense of humour with which he hopes to support
the Commitiee as needed and help with residentials.

Beryl

Beryl Sinclair
Hon Secretary -
lanthe Cox
Helen Mardell
© n;h': " S Treasurer / Mike Docker
Residentials Webmaster
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Deanne Rhodes Chris Hall
John Sinclair Rosemary Harbridge| pays Out / Menthly Committes
Membership Minutes Secretary Meetings

Meet your new Committee - July 2024
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GROUP NEWS

ARE WE WELCOMING ENOUGH?

Let's open up our groups or create new onesl|
Without interest groups, the u3a would struggle to attract new members. We

value the commitment and enthusiasm of leaders who coordinate the interest groups
and encourage social contact in person or by zoom. What's fascinating is the variety
of ways different groups connect with each other. Some are happy to meet monthly to
discuss a topic or a book; others arange visits and social occasions. The common
element is "having fun'.

In the spirit of collaboration advocated by the u3a, it is important that all members
take part, by doing background research to present to the group or by helping to
organise activities. Some may find this daunting but team work lightens the load.

At our regular induction meetings, we endeavour to find out what interests
people; where a group is full or lacking altogether, we encourage members to take the
lead in setting up a group. It's not as difficult as it sounds. For the auturmn we would
like to launch more groups including the following:

NEWS & VIEWS: following the success of the long running Current Affairs group
under the guidance of Andrew Gibbons, this new group will provide an opportunity for
members to review and discuss issues of global, national and local importance
thraugh analysis and discussion of recent news reports. If you read a newspaper or
follow news programmes on the radio or television, this could be the group for you.
HISTORY CIRCLE: many enjoy reading historical novels and watching some of the
excellent programmes on TV that explore key historical events and heroes. Although
this group will initially focus on British History, it is difficult to dissociate it from events
worldwide. Members will be invited to select the books and [/ or topics each month.
BEGINNERS SPANISH: A very successful conversation group was launched last year
in partnership with Leatherhead u3a. Closer to home, some members have asked for
a group that will cover basic Spanish through conversation and fun activities.

CARD MAKING: One Saturday afternoon a month, Dorking Library runs card making
sessions just for fun. You can leamn new skills such as quilling or develop your own
style. These sessions are run by the library and are open to anyone.

WELLBEING WALKS: Currently we don't have a dedicated walking group. For those
members keen to keep active by walking, I've included a few suggestions of local
groups, all led by volunteers. Any questions, contact the Mole Valley Walks
Coordinator Estelle Holmes on 01306 885001 estelle holmes@molevalley gov. uk or
click on_www. molevalley gov uk/ramblers-wellbeing-walks.

For maore information on or to register interest in any of the above, please contact

Beryl Sinclair by emailing dandu3asecretaryi@amail. com (please note new email
address).
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DAY | TIME WALK WHEN TIMING | MEETING
MO 10am Diabetes Walk: Open to all 2nd and 4th | DOmins | Denbies Vineyard,
but good for those who are Menday of RHS BAA
living with the cendition themonth
12noon Dorking Strollers - Meadow- Weekly, tarm | 45mins Outside Burgundy
bank, Pizxham & Cotmandene tirme only & Black cafe, St
Martin's Walk
WED 10.30am | MWorth Holmwood Common st & 3rd G0mins Inholms car park
Wednesday
of the maonth
THURS 10.30am Denbies Vineyard 2nd & 4th Blmins Denbies car park,
Thursday of farm shop
the maonth
10.30am Brockham River Mole 15t Thursday | 90mins Dorking Rughy
of the month Club, Kiln Lane,
Brockham, RH3
TLZ

Bus PAss TRAVEL GROUP

The Bus Pass Travel Group started last year and we have had
some very enjoyable outings including garden centres for coffee,
Horsham, Watts Gallery in Compton and to Haslemere for lunch.
Future trips are planned for fish and chips in Worthing and to
Guildford Cathedral. If this interests you, please email Christine
Baron for details at chrisharong170@&@gmail.com

CULTURE COMPANIONS

Four Culture Companions enjoyed a night at
Grange Park Opera at West Horsley in June, Our
choice was to hear, and see, Bryn Terfel in a
double bill of ‘Aleka’, a tragedy written by a 20 year
old Rachmaninov, and the better known comedy
‘Gianni Schicchi’, written by Puccini.

& To our delight Bryn Terfyl's parts dominated bath

| operas giving us so much opportunity to enjoy his

. gorgeous singing.

We made full use of the long dinner interval to tuck
© into our picnic three course dinner (see photo). We
are so lucky to have Grange Park Opera on our
door step.

Helen
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LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

In a change to our usual indoor meetings we were pleasanuy greeted with
sunshine on Wednesday 15 May when our group ""-.. i
met outside Dorking Museum. We were _
welcomed by Katie, our volunteer guide for the
moeming. She was a mine of information, not only 47
on famous local people but on the former uses of | §
historic buildings, of taverns with secret tunnels
under the roads and decorative features we may
not have previously noted - such as on No.57 the
former Bell Inn in West Street,

From shoemaker William Mullins (a Pilgrim
Father), Methodist preacher John Wesley and the engineer Beatrice Shilling, we
stopped at the War Memorial opposite Waitrose, We were told the surprising tale that
of the listed names provided by the widows of those who did not return to Dorking
from WWI, one "Boggis R', actually related to a gentleman who had gone to another
town to marry someone elsel

At 43 Howard Road is a plague to suffragettes Helen Gordon Liddie and
Charlotte (Charlie) Marsh. Outside Dorking Hails is a statue of composer, Ralph
Vaughan Wiliams, the grandson of Caroline Wedgwood, nee Darwin, (sister of
Charles Darwin). Across the road to master builder Thomas Cubitt, who supervised
the building of Polesden Lacey, Osbome House on the Isle of Wight and parts of
Buckingham Palace. Then to the site of Tuits Garage, the base of the 'Rob Walker
Racing Team’, which won 9 world championships. Finally, onto Wathen Road, where
in 1907 was bom Laurence Olivier, Baron Olivier, OM, actor and director, who was
one of a trio of male actors who dominated the British stage in the mid-20th century.
We have covered many of these famous people in our recent meetings as each
deserves far more than is possible in this brief summary.

HERITAGE WALK - MAY 2024

Paul & Val

BURFORD BRIDGE - 200 YEARS AGD BurFORD BRIDGE - A24
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INDOOR BOWLS
Maintenance work at the Horsham Club's rink meant short-notice cancellation of

Dorking u3a Indoor Bowls Group's final meeting of the season, but, by happy
coincidence, the relevant parties were all at the Cards Plus meeting on Wednesday
17 April, when Ann Watney, Indoor Bowls leader and this year's runner-up,
presented the season's highest scorer with the plague which Ann inaugurated on the
occasion of Dorking and District u3a's 25th anniversary.
— This year the plague went to Bridget Giles (see
—~ photo), @ member of both the indoor and outdoor
' | bowls groups since joining u3a some 10 years ago
She thoroughly recommends those who have not
yet ventured onto a green to give bowls a try -
returning bowlers are equally welcome.
We're a friendly bunch who play solely for fun, with
the occasional satisfaction of a well-placed shot, not
to mention tea and biscuits in the clubhouse
afterwards during the summer. Refreshments are
" included in the modest fee we pay Pippbrook
N Bowling Club for use of their facilities!

Come along te the Pippbrook Club’s green, next to Pippbrook House, behind the
MVDC Offices, from 2pm on a Friday afternoon, with flat shoes or trainers and
borrow some bowls from the club - you may well become addicted!

Mike Giles

PHOTOGRAPHY IN FOCUS: AN EYE FOR A PICTURE
On a rare dry day in May, 12 members of the Photography group assembled at

Warnham Mature Reserve on the outskirts of Horsham to undertake a 'mini-meet’ —a
chance to exercise our camera skills to interpret a given set of objectives.

Organised by group member Angela Rixon ARPS, the meefing's main aim was
to produce a photo suitable for use as a postcard to represent the nature reserve.
Angela also gave us various opticnal extra objectives such as 'Looking up' and
'‘Matural patterns’ to guide our raving lenses.

Although it was a quiet day for wildlife, the occasion gave us the chance fto
spend a happy few hours exploring the various bird-watching hides and sharing
photographers’ tales at the Heron's Rest café. For our next meeting Angela produced
high-quality prints of the postcard enfries so we could vote on our favourites, and this
collage around a nesting swan by Steve Hooker was chosen as the winner with Chris
Prout's rabbit as runner-up (see back cover).

Mike & Faith Docker
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PLANT LOVERS

The group meets on the third Monday of each month and members take it in tum
to host a meeting which of course includes a tour of the garden,

At our May meeting we enjoyed a Dorking urban garden. The weather was lovely
so we were able to sit in the delightful garden where we were surrounded by flowers
at knee height, at head height and above. Climbing plants disguised the surrounding
buildings. Butterflies flitted and birds sang. Truthfully one of the nicest gardens | have
ever visited,

In contrast at our June meeting, we followed coffee and chat with a visit to our
host's allotment which she has taken on quite recently. As a group we are both in
awe of her and at the same time wishing we had the energy and commitment to do
the same. The allotment was so peaceful, with a wonderful view of Box Hill, It was
laid out with raised beds which make it easy to cultivate and access the crops. There
was a lovely sense of peace as well as a great view of Box Hill. We are looking
forward to her progress reports.

Arising from discussions about how plants behave differently in our different
gardens, we have set up an experiment. Most of our members each bought an
Echinacea plant of the same variety during a visit to Knight's Mursery to plant in our
respective gardens. Progress was reported at the May meeting by all except me. |
could only say, 'Sorry, but the dog ate my homewark!'

Plant Lovers are happy to welcome new members. Please contact Cathy Guy on
07878 B25412 or Margaret Ashdown on 07944 176399,

Helen Mardell

SINGING FOR PLEASURE
|L\[ q When | dropped in this month, | was delighted to find a well
- Ni

balanced group with a strong male section. Gina Eason directs
the group and accompanies them on the piano. They sing in
parts; soprano, alto and baritone and | joined them practising

; for their forthcoming concert to residents of Broome Park
Mursing Home. As a result | was invited to sing with them,
which | shall do. | will try to join them at least once a month as
they are friendly, easy going and welcoming.

The group meets in Buckland Reading Room, just 15 minutes’
easy drive from Dorking, 10am to 12noon, with a mid-session
break for coffee and chat, on the first and third Monday each month. No singing test
to join. Vacancies for a few more ladies and men. Why don't you come along as well?
Sopranos in particular will be very welcome. The aim is enjoyment under their
delightful and talented music master, Gina Eason.

Email Meike at mlaurensoni@talktalk net

Helen Mardell
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DORKING READERS

We run two monthly reading circles at Dorking Library, one on a Thursday
afternoon (Dorking Readers) and one on a Friday afternoon (Friday Reading Circle).
The selection of books chosen by members could not have been more varied: Peter
May's Winter Grave, an environmental whodunnit; Fredrick Backman's, A Man
Called Ove, a study of friendship between very diverse people and Tan Twan Eng's
The Garden of Evening Mists, a novel about a woman who plans a garden in
memory of her sister who died in a Japanese labour camp.

‘There was a lof to love about this book. The writing is mostly vivid with gripping
descriptions and a powerful gift of evocation, with a few lapses into cliché here and
there. There's a wonderful feeling for the Malaysian landscape and culture, and the
political turbulence of the era. | really lked the characters, especially Teoh Yun Ling,
the heroine and narrafor, through whom the story’s outer and inner worlds are
brought to us. Her doggedness, individualism and truth to her convictions are highly
attractive. As often happens with peaple with a strang sense of mission, she is less
than kind with others, with the municipal gardener she presumes to diclate to early
on; or to Frederick, the lover she simply abandons when she meels Aritomo, Emperor
Hirohite's gardener who takes Teoh Yun Ling on as apprentice...

Aritorno is less convincing, ke never discusses anything with anyone, he always
commands and expects absolute obedience. He appears fo come from a completely
rigid eulture which is only interested in total submission... The garden he is crealing
is therefore a manifestation of the imposition of his wilf on nature...’

Qur current book The Purple Plain by H E Bates couldn’'t be more different:

‘This is in fact a novel of redemption. RAF pilot Forrester has armived in Burma
after the death of his newly married wife in the Blitz. He is traumatised — The Purple
Plain can be described as a book about PTSD: almost every single person has
endured the most terrible atrocities of wartime, and everyone is striving to cope with
the legacy of this shatterment in their own individual way. Forrester’s is through his
death wish: he has come ouf to Burma in order to put himself in the line of fire: his
anly future is o die. But then he wilnesses a homific crash on the air base. A man
rushes out of the burning plane in flames and dies in ageny in front of him. His
colleagues amiving on the scene tell Forrester they thought this man was him. This
“substitutionary” death acts on Forrester like a revelation: he suddenly discovers in
himseif that he wishes to live. This new perspective leads to a change of heart
towards cther people. ..
it seems a far cry from the easy hedonism of The Darling Buds Of May... But Bates
seems fo be felling us that we may be able to find hope even in our darkest
experences: it depends on how we respond to our pain, whether we retreat inwards
like Forrester as we find him at the start of the book, or fum outwards, to life and fo
Thank you to Colin Gibson for his insightful reviews.
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MONTHLY MEETINGS

THE TOLPUDDLE MARTYRS - SIMON WATERFIELD

10 APRIL 2024

In a histarical
reconstruction,
dressed in nineteenth
century coslume,
complete with bowler
= hat and check
i trousers, Simon
- Waterfield took on the
identity of George

W Loveless, leader of the
S Talpuddie Martyrs.

The stary starts in 1833, during the
reign of William IV. A farm labourer on
the estate of James Frampton, George
lived with his family in a small cottage in
the village of Tolpuddle, Dorset. As a
Methodist preacher, he advocated
equality which antagonised both local
landowners and the Church of England.
Poverty was widespread, especially in
rural communities, after the end of the
wars against Napoleon. The Enclosure
Acts had reduced the common lands
formerly available to villagers for grazing
or growing vegetables. Both the Swing
riots against the use of machinery to
reduce the need for labourers and the
earlier French Revolution had alarmed
the authorities.

The weekly wage of nine shillings
was being reduced possibly to six
shillings. George and his colleagues
wished to discuss the matter peacefully,
with James Frampton.

10 | Summer 2024

They met under the sycamore tree
on the village green to discuss ways to
improve their lives and stop employers
from making further cuts. George voiced
the need for a union in Tolpuddle to
strengthen their case.

The landowners, led by .James
Frampton and supported by the
Government, were determined to sflifle
unions and to suppress dissent. James
asked the Home Secretary to act
against the ‘dangerous societies’.
However trade unions were legal.
Squire Frampton then resorted to the
charge of "Administering an Unlawiful
Oath’ of 1797, although only applicable
to MNaval Mutinies only. In February
1834, six law abiding Christian citizens
including George were arrested by the
local yeomanry and taken to Dorchester
prison under armed guard,

At the trial, all six were found guilty
and sentenced to seven years'
transportation. The jury and judge were
all associates of Frampton. George was
sent on a former slave ship to Van
Diemans Land (now Tasmania) whilst
the others were sent to Australia. The
journey took six months and the
conditions of the journey and their work
on arrival, labouring on plantations or
building roads, were barbaric,

In England, opposition to the men's
treatment was growing and the
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Monthly Meetings
Meetings take place in St Joseph's Church Hall, Dorking RH4 3DL on the second
Wednesday of each month (excepl August), starting at 2.30pm. Doors open at 2.00pm for

refreshments.

If you are finding it difficult to get to monthly meetings but would like to come if someone
were to collect you, please contact John Sinclair who will try to find & volunteer to drive
you, If you drive, come to monthly meetings regularly and would like to be added to a list of
drivers willing to collect members, would you kindly let John know, If you have suggestions
regarding topics and/or speakers for monthly meetings, please get in touch with Denise

Hooker dorkingu3ameetings@gmail.com

11 September 2024

JOURMALISM: My PART IN ITS SURVIVAL
STUART FLITTON gives an interesting insight
inta  his life in
journalism, from cub
reporter at the age of
eighteen in  South
Africa, to working for
The Times and
Telegraph in the UK. He
reveals how following
the stories he thought needed to be told
often led to him being in dangerous
situations but also to meeting some
fascinating characters. His life, it seems, is
never dull!

9 October 2024

THE REMARKAELE STORY OF OUR
NATIONAL CHAIR: THE WINDSOR

Join us for an amusing and interactive talk
by furniture maker STEWART LINFORD on the
long history of the Windsor chair. A
distinguished  furniture
maker, his past clients
include the Duke and
Duchess of Devonshire
and the Duke of
Marlborough. A Liveryman
of the Furniture Makers
Company, Stewart was
awarded the Queen's
award for enterprise.

Tt
1P il

| f!'

13 November 2024

THE INFLUENCE OF THE ITALIAN
RENAISSANCE ON ARTS & CRAFTS
GARDENS

CAROLYN SMITH, Chair
of the Surrey Arts &
Crafts Movement
examines how
interest in ltalianate
gardens was revived
thruugh gardens designed by architect
Cecil Pinsent in Tuscany and by
horticulturist Gertrude Jekyll. Her talk will
look at the impact on gardens closer to
home like the 17+ century garden at
Weootton.

11 December 2024
CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA (TBA)
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Interest & Activity Groups
Details of current interest groups can be found in the handbook or on the Dorking & District u3a
website www.dorkingu3a.org.uk. Members may join as many groups as they wish. Just contact
the group leader(s) for further information. If you have difficulty in joining a group or have
suggestions for new groups, please contact the Membership Secretary by emailing

johnsinclair@dorkingula.org.uk.

ARCHAEOLOGY
Peter Horitz: 01306 898057
peter.horitz @uweclub.net

ART & ARCHITECTURE
Roger Stones 01306 886754
OFer.s internet,
Beryl Sinclair: dandu3asecretary@gmail.com

BADMINTON f PICKLEBALL
Micholas Jupp: 07881 587134
njbj il.com

DORKING READERS [Dorking Library)
Beryl Sinclair: dandu3 a i

EXERCISE FOR HEALTH
Elizabeth Crook: 01306 881156

g.crook0S9@btinternet.com

FRENCH CONVERSATION
Angela Day Tel, 07762 752322

angela m d@hotmail.co.uk
Christine Lawrence: 01306 882316
lawren in

BOWLS = INDOOR GROUP (Oct = April)
Ann Watney: 01306 889115

FRENCH LUNCH
Geoff Saunders: 01306 584812

ann.watney@btinternet.com geoff.m.saunders @gmail.com
BOWLS - OUTDOOR GROUP (May —Sept) GARDENING

David Pettman: 01306 883043 Wivian Wildman: 01306 644950
david m vivi i i
BRIDGE GENEALOGY

Sue Greenacre: 01306 886832
cgreenacred3@mail.com

Lesley Pearce: 07954 381873
leslevpearcemassage@gmail.com

CARD GAMES PLUS
Mike Giles: 01306 884598; 07710 500116
mibri mac.com

CULTURE COMPANIONS
Helen Mardell: 07894 859162
helen.mardell@&gmail.com

CURRENT ISSUES
Andrew Gibbons: 01306 742650

andrew.gibbons@pobox.com
DIY DRESSMAKING
TEA
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Sally Hulbert: 07770 874769
hulberts molev@yahoo.co.uk

GERMAN CONVERSATION
Bob Crooks: 01306 740062
robertcrooks@rocketmail.com

GUITAR
Brian Joannouw: 01306 887411
rian,joan 4 i rm m

INVESTMENT AND MONEY
John Holder: 01737 845507
holdj851 @gmail.com

NGSAW EXCHANGE
Hilda Burden: 01737 842516
hil rden@gmail.com




LINE DANCING
Gill Crooks: 01306 740062
Billcrooksl @gmail.com

LOCAL HISTORY
Paul Smith: 01306 640791

paul3msmith @hotmail.com
Valerie Rayner: 01306 640791

raynervi@gmail.com

QUILTING

Deanne Rhodes: 01737 844768
deannerhodes@btinternet.com
Juliet Eberle: 01306 884569
juliet, rle@nthworld.com

READING FOR PLEASURE
Jill Reome: 01306 883023
e taylord 0@ btinternet.com

LUNCHEON CLUB ROCK & POP
Tony Parker: 01306 884050 leff Smith: 07846 670967
bacdocs? @gmail.com smiff. hous logk.c

MILITARY HISTORY SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Barrie Friend: 07796 633516
barrieandmarilyn@gmail.com

Contact: Liz Lockhart-Muir: 01737 844173

PHILOSOPHY OMLINE
Virginia Wheeler
virginia.s.wheeleri@gmail.com

PHILOSOPHY
Marjorie Hudson: 01306 888281
inarle R,

PHOTOGRAPHY IN FOCUS
Faith & Mike Docker: 01306 501640
faith.docker@gmail.com

ichael.do ai

PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP
John Sinclair: 07817 454301

johnsinclair@dorkingu3a.org. uk

PILATES
Janet Hoad: 07802 377873

PLANT LOVERS

Margaret Ashdown: 07944 176399

m r h n internet.com
Cathy Guy: 07878 825412
cathyguy33@yahoo.co.uk

Richard Rumble: 01372 450142
richrumble?47@gmail.com

SCRIBBLERS
Gillian Williamson; 0798 9962237
rowewill@aol.com

SHAKESPEARE & HIS CONTEMPORARIES

Jackie Rance: 01306 887416
jaxrance@gmail.com

SINGING FOR PLEASURE
Meike Laurenson
mlaurenson@talktalk.net

SPANISH [Beginners / Improvers)

Beryl Sinclair; dandu3asecretary@gmail.com

UKULELE
John Hammond: 07847 674338

jbw.hammond@gmail.com

UPWORDS
Sue Jex: 01306 832673
suelucas51@yahoo.co.uk

WINE APPRECIATION
Geoff Saunders: 01306 834812
geoff.m.saunders@gmail.com

WORDS, WORDS, WORDS
Rosemary Harbridge: 01306 881520
rharbri ky.com
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Darchester Committee, an early trade
union, gamered public support with
petitions and processions. On 14 March
1836, the Government granted the men
a full pardon. George arrived home first;
when the other five joined him they
were all guests of honour at a grand
dinner on Easter Monday 1838.
However, because of their history,
their future employment prospects were
poor. The Dorchester Committee raised
funds for them to buy leases for farms

in Essex. Later, after unwelcome
attention from the Press, landowners
and the Church of England, five of
them, including George, emigrated to
Canada where they could keep silent
about their history.

George wrote eloguently about his
experiences in two pamphlets 'The
Vietims of Whiggery' and ‘The Church
Shown Up' and died in 1878,

Rebert Edmandson

BEGINNING, MUDDLE AND END OR WHERE DO NOVELISTS GET THEIR IDEAS -

BOBBIE DARBYSHIRE - 8 MAY 2024

= Bobbie  Darbyshire
g has been a published
author for some
years - with 5
successful novels to
her name, where
does she get her
ideas?
Writers, she says,
often get inspiration from something
they personally find problematic, so the
story takes both reader and writer on a
joeurney of discovery. Most good novels
are fiction though, not thinly disguised
autobiography. For a novel, you need
struclure, a narrative journey, suspense
and surprise, character growth and an
author who can see beyond their own
point of view.

Questions and answers are key to
getting from the initial idea and a first
tentative sentence to a whole complex,
detailed novel. Anything you write raises
questions, and the ideas come gradually
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from trying to answer them. Her writers'
group is a valuable source of questions
she hasnt thought of or has been
dodging.

Some writers rush to write a first
draft without planning. Others plan in
detail before writing a single word. Both
methods have drawbacks. She and
many novelists form a rough idea of
characters and story, notions of a few
key scenes, and a sense of how the
story will end. They then start writing,
guided by the sketch but not pushing
the characters to follow it, observing
how they act naturally, and continually
asking questions  about them.
Stimulated by the invention, maore
invention follows.

In her latest novel, The Third Bus,
an unappreciated man walks out of his
dispiriing 42-year marriage with no
destination in mind; at Victoria coach
station, he boards a coach to Norwich in
search of a new start.
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D-Day Dad
‘Stand up!" ‘"Hook up!
‘Red on’ ‘Green on’ Go! Go! Go!

At 00.50h on 6 June 1944, paratroopers of 5Sth Parachute
Brigade, Gth Airbome Division, jumped onto Drop Zone N from
131 aircraft flying at just 500 feet. DZ N was east of two bridges
over the Caen Canal and River Orne known today as Pegasus
and Horsa Bridges. They had been captured intact in Major
Howard's outstanding ‘coup de main’ 30 minutes earlier in 'the
greatest feat of fiying in WW2' He was to hold them ‘until
relieved’, thereby securing river crossings for the landing beach
break-out. Relief was now descending from the night skies.

#s he waited to jump, Sergeant Lionel lvor Friend’s fears would
have been eased by the intensive training he had gone through
at Hardwicke Hall along with eight practice jumps from Ringway Airport, Manchester,
He may have gquestioned why he volunteered to join Churchill's airborne troops in
August 1943 but the excitement, challenge, camaraderie (and paratroopers’ double
pay) suppressed those thoughts. He knew that his role as signaler would be essential
to the success of D-Day, even though the wireless set he carmed increased the already
heavy load of a parachute soldier,

His Stirling bomber had taken off from Keevil in Gloucester at 23.30h and, as it
flew towards Bognor en route to Normandy, he wondered if his pregnant wife below in
Winchester would see him alive again.

His drop onto DZ N on that moonlit, cloudless night met little enemy resistance.
The main danger was that of being challenged by a
nervous fellow soldier when the code word ‘ham’ | .
required the answer 'egg.’ His rendezvous point was a
quarry indicated by a flashing red light. His leg had been
injured on landing making for slow progress. \When the '
battalion moved to secure a village, heavy German |
mortar fire resulted in many casualties with Sergeant |
Friend receiving shrapnel wounds. His D-Day was over.

On 8 June he was placed on a stretcher on a
Canadian jeep, taken to Sword beach, and transferred to
a Tank Landing Craft adapted to return wounded
servicemen back to the UK. It was a long eighteen-hour
journey. On arrival in Southampton, his wounds were -
assessed and after time in Sheffield, he was transferred to Winchester where he
enjoyed a happy reunion with his anxious wife and mather to be.

Thank you, dad.

Barrie Friend
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DAY OUT - RNLI, PooLE

29 May 2024 (photographs Paul Smith)

In the year that RNLI

LifEbDﬂtS celebrates its 200th

anniversary, we were

RNLI lucky to be able to

have a guided visit to

ZGO the headquarters in

Poole. We were

% surprised at the size

of the site, with

several large buildings including an

accommodation block, free to crews.

Amving at reception, we were

welcomed and divided into three

groups. We watched a short video which

demonstrated the procedures that all

lifeboat men and women had to follow

when first joining their lifeboat station or
renewing their certificate,

This involved the very deep pool
which was our next visit. Lifeboat men
and women had to be able to jump into
water from a great height and undertake
a capsize drill during daylight or
darkness. The pool had a wave and
wind machine to simulate difficult
conditions. Lifeboat crews had to right a
capsized boat, climb into a life raft and
pull a person from the sea onto a life raft
with a spotlight from a helicopter abave.
Different lifeboats are used according to
the area or situation.

Another highlight of the visit was a
simulator experience as if we were
aboard a lifeboat heading towards a
burning ship. It was a 180 degree visual
experience. The scenarios changed
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continually, including helicopters, yachts
and bumpy sea.

SIMULATOR EXPERIENCE

The next area we visited was a
display of engines from warious life
boats. We had an excellent guide,
explaining the wvarious engines and
answering our questions. This was not
just a display but enabled crews to leam
the maintenance of engines. Leaving
this area, we walked through the college
area, noting lecture theatres and
meeting rooms.

ENGINE ROOM TRAINING

Displayed on the walls were
wooden plagues from visiting lifeboat
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crews, some from far away places,
including Africa. From there, we went
onto a balcony to observe the various
life boats in the sea and saw the
construction shed where boats were
made and repaired.

After a substantial lunch, we spent
time in the shop and retumned home
after a very successful visit.

EMJOYING LUNCH Annetlte Collinge

WESTMINSTER ABBEY

SATURDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2024
We have finally, after many years on the waiting list, secured a
rare opportunity to do a musical tour of Westminster Abbey,
accompanied by a speaker and members of the Purcell Club,
named after Henry Purcell, organist at the Abbey from 1679-
1695, Only 10 such tours are run each year,
Before the tour, we will enjoy a 2-course meal with tea/coffee
in the Cellarium Café within the Cloisters at the Abbey, all
included in the price.
After dinner, we meet in the Cloisters for a welcome by a
member of the Purcell Club and then move into the Nave for
the beginning of the tour where the first piece of music is sung. Each lap of the tour
will cover the history and architecture of the Abbey before moving to the next. At

various points there is a pause for members of the Purcell Club to sing suitable
musical items. The final part of the tour returns to the Nave where we can enjoy a
short organ recital by one of the Abbey's organists. The whaole experience will last for
about 3 hours and offers a unique way of seeing the Abbey in the quiet of the
evening when it is not opened to the general public,

PrIcE: £100 pp to include coach travel, dinner, tour and driver's gratuity.

TimMinGs: Departure from Dorking Halls at 3.45pm; return at 11.30pm.

DINNER MENU

Main: Roasted chicken breast, potato confit, honey roasted baby carrots, garlic and
tarragon cream sauce OR Pan-fried sea bass and garden pea risotto OR Wild
mushreom and truffle gnocchi, tomato butter sauce, pesto, parmesan (VG)
Dessert: New York style cheesecake with berries compote OR Pavlova with mango
and passion fruits OR Fruit salad

NOTE: Flease read the cancellation policy on the website before booking .
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Fﬂl““' “““ SEe s R e T, fidif e T e e e i3 s
AUTUMN BARN DANCE

Enjoy another Barn Dance with Dorking u3a on
Saturday 21 September - 2pm to 5pm

Everyone is welcome at Beare Green Village
Hall (plenty of parking) for dancing and music

~ with D'Arcy Spice.

lust bring your own drinks and glasses. Barn
Dance dress optional. Please book your tickets
£10pp online at www.dorkingu3a.org.uk/
events

For more information contact Rosemary on

07733306038 or rharbridge@sky.com

PLAYREADING GROUP - 'BEGINNERS PLEASE’

This group is already running as "St John's Playreading Group', but we would like
to welcome u3a members. We meet in the Community Building behind St John's
Chureh in Morth Holmwood.

This is a friendly group which meets twice a month on the first Monday and the
third Tuesday between 2.30pm and 4.30pm. The subs of £2 per person cover the
cost of script hire.

| visit MEWSPAL, the Performing Arts Library, at Bourne Hall in Ewell once a
month to collect and/or return a play set to the library. Some of the plays we have
read in the last year include: The Lady in the Van by Alan Bennett; A Man for all
Seasons by Robert Bolt, Peter Pan by J M Barrie and Hobson's Choice by Harold
Brighouse

Last September, some of our members appeared in ‘Feslival Fifteen' at The
Green Room Theatre in Dorking. They presented some skelches as rehearsed
readings. This opportunity is available again this year if members wish to take part.
This autumn, we shall be reading the following plays:

Antigone by Jean Anouilh

The Glass Menagerie by Tennesses Williams

The Doll's House by Henrik lbsen

Our Town by Thornton Wilder

We are quite a small group and would love to have some new members. Feel free to
contact me on 01306 887416 or jaxrance@gmail.com.

* & # »

Jackie Rance
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THE DELIGHTS OF TUSCANY: 8 - 13 JUNE 2024

Day 1: Bologna and Montecatini Terme
An early start and long first day visiting sun drenched
Baologna meant that our 21 travellers were ready for a good
meal and early bed. Bologna is a city of many parts —
elegant arcades and majestic monuments on the one
hand; seedy streets with boarded up shops and beggars
on the other. One thing is for sure — everything is
exceedingly clean and the hotel in Montecatini was
comfortable and comvivial. But what strikes visitors is the
gentle scent of bergamot that pervades the town which is also famous for the art nouveau
spa complex, the funicular that climbs to Montecatini Alto village, with its medieval clock
tower, and spectacular views over the valley. Works by Joan Miro and Claes Oldenburg
hang in the Town Hall.
Day 2: Torre del Lage and Pisa

Wisiting Puccini's villa in Torre del Lago was prabably a high point of the trip. The
town was beflagged in commemoration of the great man and his villa offered a private
insight with photos, sheet music and a private chapel where he is buried. Then off to Pisa,
teeming with visitors all anxious to be photographed against the backdrop of the leaning
tower! The Cathedral and Campo Santo offer up resplendent marble colonnades, gold
byzantine mosaics, classical frescoes and modern sculptures. After a busy day in Pisa,
lazing on the hotel veranda around a good bottighia di vino was welcome!
Day 3: Siena and San Gimignano

Visiting Siena is not for the faint hearted - it's a steep hike through narrow streets
heaving with colourful shops to see Siena Cathedral which marries Gothic and
Romanesque styles and houses frescoes by Pinturicchio illustrating the life of Pope Pius
IIl. Ancther hike to discover guaint medieval San Gimignano, famous for its 16 towers and
views overlooking the valley.

Day 4: Firenze
In Piazza Della Signoria a copy of Michelangelo's David

draws the crowds but walking through the narrow streets
b lined with private palaces and sun-drenched courtyards is
magical, Firenze may be the home of Brunelleschi's
Duomo, the Palazzo Vecchio and Santa Croce, but the
" 300,000 scooters circumventing terrified tourists have pride
of place too!
Day 5: Lucca, birthplace of Puccini

In Lucca, San Michele stands majestic in the central piazza; from the main square

extends a maze of narrow streets following the pattern of the former Roman colony of
180BC, Lunch and wine tasting at Fattoria il Poggio after a tour of the vineyard and olive
groves reveal the real Italy of mellow wines and heaving plates of succulent cold meats
and cheeses. As the afternoon sun dipped over the horizon, a final walk around
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. Mentecatini Terme, a trip on the funicular and a farewell drink

| and dinner marked the end to a memorable Tuscan trip.

k Of course the trip wasn't without incidents. In Siena, hot and

hungry, our group chose to eat in a Trattoria on the town

| square. Clearly unprepared for such a large group of

travellers, after taking our order the waitress couldn't

: remember who had ordered what. In a scene worthy of Fawity

¥ Towers, most of us ended up eating someone else's food and
some got nothing at all! When it came to pay the bills,

vociferous exchanges and plates smashing to the floor were heard in the kitchen as the

head waiter remonstrated with his staff and endeavoured to sort out the muddle!

But generally ltalians are welcoming and justifiably proud of their culture and
heritage. In Pisa, a stall holder pressed a free souvenir magnet into my hand - | can only
think that he was bemused by my efforts to converse in pigeon Italian. | did however
manage to haggle with a Chinese vendor for a half-price leather handbag which | probably
right have bought cheaper in England but .... | love a challenge!

Thank you fo Alan Loryman and David Anscomb who provided dozens of beautiful
photographs for me to choose from.

SURREY REGIONAL STuDY DaAvs

SurreY STuDY Davs are held at the Menuhin Hall in
Stoke d'Abernon. Full details and application forms
can be accessed on the D&D u3a website or on the
Surrey u3a Network website,

Wl To book members should send a completed booking
slip, with a cheque for £12/£15 for a guest, in Hall or
on Zoom, payable to Surrey u3a Network, or bank
transfer to HSBC Account Mo, 11519018 Sort Code 40-27-07, to Denise Dobbs —
u3a, 5 Aldridge Rise, New Malden KT3 5R), Phone 07964 798791 or send an
email to surreyu3astudyday@outiogk.com,

For help to download or print out forms or would like transport to attend the study
days, please contact Beryl Sinclair on 01306 711542,

Fripay 20 SepTeMBER: Understanding Al and its Repercussions in Society, Now and in
the Future, presented by Dr Andrew Rogoyski & Surrey University colleagues

FrioaY 18 OctoBer: The History of Photography, presented by Roger Mendham,
President of Surrey Photographic Association

FriDaY 15 NoveMBER: Understanding Lowry: The Man, His Life & His Works, presented
by Maria Chester, Arts Society Lecturer & Berwick Visual Arts Researcher
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WORDSWORTH'S FAVOURITE FLOWER

Lesser Celandine (R. ficaria) is a characteristic early
spring flower commaonly found in woods, hedgerows and
urban areas. It has glossy green heart shaped leaves
and bright yellow star like flowers about 3cm across. An
important nectar source for early spring bees and other
insects it is a very vigorous native plant and it may
become a nuisance in gardens and lawns.

It was Wordsworth's favourite flower (not the daffodill) - he
wrote three poems about this ‘so bright and beautiful’ plant.
He was intrigued by its notable habit of shutting itself up

i and opening out according to the weather.

The Green Alkanet in the Borage family is now everywhere
- at the edges of roads and pavements, colonising
neglected verges and even growing from walls. It can grow
K up to three feet tall and the small blue flowers are

'Y superficially similar to forget-me-nots but with much larger
" hairy leaves and a hairy stem. It is native to South West
Europe and was infroduced into British gardens in about 1700. In 1724 it was noted
as naturalised (i.e. escaped!).

Its tolerance for extreme heat and drought and its deep brittle tap root make it
difficult to remove. The species name 'sempervirens' (i.e. always living) indicates its
vitality and resilience. It readily attracts a wide variety of pallinating insects including
bumblebees, honeybees and bee flies (true flies). One interesting feature is the
colour change when flowering - the immature flower is mauve and changes to royal
blue on maturity. This can be seen in the photo of the honeybee on the flower (see
back cover).

Robert Edmondson

To THE SMALL CELANDINE (1802 - 1807)

Pansies, lilies, kingcups, daisies,
Let them live upon their praises;
Long as there's a sun that sets,
Primroses will have their glory,

Long as there are violets,
They will have a place in story:

There is a flower that shall be mine,
'T is the little Celandine...
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Calendar of Events September- April 2025

September 5-12 Event South East u3a Forum Summer School
11 Mornthiy Meeting Journalism: My Part In Its Survival | speaker
Stuart Flitton
20 Study Day Understanding Al and its Repercussions in
Society, Now and in the Future, presented by Dr
Andrew Rogoyski et al.
21 Event BARN DANCE
October 1-5 Residential Trip Lake District
Event MWew Members meeting (moming)
11 Manthly Meeting The Remarkable Story of our Mational Chair: The
Windsor, speaker Stewart Linford
18 Study Day The History of Photography, presented by Roger
Mendham, President of Surrey Photographic
Association
MNovember 13 Meonthly Meeting The Influence of the ltalian Renaissance on Arts
& Crafts Gardens, speaker Carolyn Smith, Chair
of The Arts & Crafts Movement in Surrey
15 Study Day Understanding Lowry: The Man, His Life & His
Weorks, presented by Maria Chester, Arts Society
Lecturer & Berwick Visual Arts Researcher
16 Day Out Westminster Abbey & the Purcell Experience
December 11 Meonthly Meeting A Christmas Extravaganza (TEC)
January 8 Manthiy Meeting Tracks to my Grandfather's success, speaker
Louise Camby
25 Event BURNS NIGHT, Buckland Park Lake
February 12 Manthly Meeting The History of Place Names; the Mystery of
Maps, speaker Tony Painter
21 Study Day TBA
March 12 Manthly Meeting The Life and Times of Agatha Christie, speaker
Cavid Allen
21 Study day Bach's S5t Matthew Passion
Presented by Sandy Burnett, Musical Director
and Broadcaster
April 9 Manthly Meeting The Agincourt Archer, speaker Simon Waterfield

Dorking & District u3a Newsletter
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THE COMMITTEE

HELEN MARDELL - Chair 07894 859162; dandu3achair@gmail.com
BERYL SINCLAIR - Secretary / Newsletter Editor
dandu3asecretary@gmail.com
IANTHE COX - Treasurer 01737 B43105; treasurer@dorkingu3a.org.uk
MICHAEL DOCKER - Web-master 01306 501640;
michael.docker@gmail.com
JOHN SINCLAIR - Membership Secretary / Equipment Coordinator
7817 454301, johnsinclair@dorkingu3a.org.uk
DEANNE RHODES - 5peakers Coordinator / Days Out Team
01737 844768; 07770 273407; deannerhodes@btinternet.com
ROSEMARY HARBRIDGE - Minutes Secretary rharbridge@sky.com
CHRIS HALL - Committee member

Days OuT TEAM

DEANME RHODES - 01737 844768, 07770 273407
deannerhodes@btinternet.com: 9 The Avenue, Brockham, RH3 7EN

RESIDENTIAL TRIPS
IANTHE COX 01737 843105; ianthecox72@gmail.com

EDITORIAL TEAM

BERYL SINCLAIR - Editor 01306 711542; dandu3asecretary@gmail.com

ROSEMARY HARBRIDGE - Sub-editor rharbridge@sky.com

NICK EDWARDS - Distribution 07761 757790; needwards@hotmail.com

MICHAEL DOCKER - Web-master 01306 501640; michasl.docker@
gmail.com

PRINTER - Eyes Wide Digital 01306 875150

COVER PHOTOS: SUMMER PICNIC 2024 AT BUCKLAND PARK LAKE (photographs
Mike and Faith Docker)
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THE DELIGHTS OF TUSCANY - JUNE 2024
(photos by Alan Loryman and David Anscomb)

1. Siena: Towards Piazza del Campo; 2. Piccolomini Library Frescoes; 3. Florence: Santa Maria del
Fiore & Piazza Duomao; 4 & 5. Intrepid voyagers relaxing; 6. Fountain of Neptune in Piazza della
Signoria; 7. Lunch at Fattoria il Poggio Vineyard; 8. Lucca: city streets.




PHOTOGRAPHY IN FOCUS: AN EYE FOR A PICTURE

1. Nesting Swan, Steve Hooker ; 2. Rabbit, Chris Prout, 3. Honeybee on
Green Alkanet, Robert Edmondson; 4. Feathers, Angela Underdown,
5. Garden Fox, Faith Docker, 6. Falls at Dess, Mike Docker.




