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1. Alexander Calder became famous for his unique
development of sculptures in motion. These hanging
sculptures are called…………………...?

2. It is harder and more durable than brass and has a lower
melting point than copper. Name the alloy used to cast
sculpture for over 4000 years.

3. What hyphenated term refers to native American art before
the arrival of the Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria in the New
World?

4. The following are among the traditional arts of what country?
Ikebana; kabuki; origami; bonsai.

Art forms



Alexander Calder (1898 -1976)
Known to many as ‘Sandy’, was an American
sculptor from Pennsylvania. Son of well-known
sculptor Alexander Stirling Calder, and his
grandfather and mother were also successful
artists.

Trained as a mechanical engineer at the Stevens
Institute of Technology in his early twenties. He
began to pursue painting in earnest a few years
after receiving this degree.

Started inventing wire sculptures and the mobile,
a type of kinetic art which relied on careful
weighting to achieve balance and suspension in
the air. Initially Calder used motors to make his
works move, but soon abandoned this method
and began using air currents alone.



5. The following are recognised as masters of what art form?
a) Margaret Bourke-White

b) Henri Cartier-Bresson

c) Yousef Karsh

d) Walker Evans

e) Ansel Adams

6. Who attempted to paint all of the bird species found in the eastern 
United States?

a) Henry Clay

b) J J Audubon

c) Henry Thoreau

d) George Gallup

e) Luther Burbank



J J Audubon 1785 –1851



Henri Cartier-Bresson (1908-2004)



7. Which city was the centre for the development of Byzantine 
Art?
a) Paris

b) Madrid 

c) Carthage

d) Alexandria

e) Constantinople

8. Which artist painted the most reproduced religious painting 
of all time?

Religious art



The Last Supper 



9. The first erasers were made of either soft leather or freshly 

baked bread.  The discovery of what substance led to the 

abandonment of these crude tools?

10.What art form has appeared in almost every culture 

throughout history?

a) Fresco

b) Collage

c) Sculpture

d) Oil painting

e) Stained glass

Art medium



Cave art and sculpture was common and

perhaps the only art from prehistoric times that

has been preserved.

The Venus of Berekhat Ram (230,000–700,000

BC) is believed to be the oldest ancient

prehistoric sculptures ever discovered although

some paleontologists believe that it was formed

by natural erosion rather than created by human

hands. Discovered on the Golan Heights

between Syria and Israel in 1981, it is thought to

predate both Homo sapiens and Neanderthals.

The Venus of Tan-Tan (200,000–500,000 BC)

is another of the oldest pieces of prehistoric

sculpture and was discovered in the river Draa

near the Moroccan town of Tan-Tan. Roughly

around 6cm in length and 2cm in diameter, it is

believed to have been done in the pre-Homo

sapiens era.

The oldest art form…



11. What event happened at about the same time that 
Michelangelo painted the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel?
a) Mohammed was born

b) Hannibal invaded Italy 

c) Robespierre was guillotined

d) Balboa saw the Pacific Ocean

e) King John signed the Magna Carta

12. Michelangelo won the right to carve the ‘Giant’ which was 
the name given to a damaged 18-foot marble slab from 
Carrara.   What figure did he sculpt in 1501-1504 to be 
placed at the entrance of the Palazzo Vecchio?

Historical timeline 



David is a masterpiece of 

Renaissance sculpture created 

in marble between 1501 and 

1504 by Michelangelo.

David is a 5.17-metre (17.0 ft)

Location: Galleria 

dell'Accademia, Florence, Italy

Medium: Marble sculpture
Dimensions: 517 cm × 199 cm 

(17 ft × 6.5 ft)

Year: 1501–1504

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galleria_dell%27Accademia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marble_sculpture


13. Which painting was created first?
a) Sunflowers (van Gogh)

b) The Blue Boy (Gainsborough)

c) View of Toledo (El Greco)

d) The Last Supper (da Vinci)

e) Christina’s World (Andrew Wyeth)

Painting chronology

ca 

b

e

d



14. If chronologically arranged, what would the order of the 
following styles be:
a) Cubism

b) Fauvism

c) Pop art

d) Surrealism

e) Impressionism

15. What hyphenated French military term meaning ‘vanguard’ 
has, since the 19th century, been applied to innovative, 
experimental movements in the arts?

Art styles



Artists  

16. ‘Judith Slaying Holofernes’ 

was a popular religious 

subject during the 16th 

and 17th centuries.  Who 

painted this version?



17. Match the sculptures to the artists:

a) The Cry by Isamu Noguchi 

b) Unconscious Landscape by Louise Bourgeois

c) Man and Woman by Alberto Giacommetti

d) Bird in Space by Constantin Brancusi
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Answers to questions

(1) mobiles; (2) bronze; (3) pre-Colombian; (4)
Japan; (5) photography; (6) J J Audubon; (7)
Constantinople; (8) Leonardo da Vinci; (9) rubber;
(10) c. sculpture; (11) Balboa saw the Pacific Ocean;
(12) David; (13) The Last Supper; (14)
impressionism; fauvism; cubism; surrealism; pop art
; (15) avant-garde: (16) Georgio Vasari, 1554; (17)
3a; 1b; 4c; 2d


